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1.The Crisis in International Law. 

Theme :  Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements involving India or affecting India’s interests, Important 
international institutions etc 
GS-2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. UN Charter 
c. Challenges with the Charter 
d. Situation of the World Post World War-2 
e. Threats due to Multipolar World 
f. How does the World Powers perceive the International Law 
g. Challenges in International Economic Law 
h. Road Ahead 
 
Context : Hilary Charlesworth(judge at the International Court of Justice): described international law as “a discipline of 
crisis”.Securitisation, populism, and protectionism threaten on the core universal values enshrined in international law. 
 

 
UN Charter :  

 The Charter of the United Nations is the founding document of the United Nations. 

 It was signed on 26 June 1945, and came into force on 24 October 1945. 

 The UN Charter is an instrument of international law, and UN Member States are bound by it. 

 The UN Charter codifies the major principles of international relations, from sovereign equality of States to the 
prohibition of the use of force in international relations. 

Challenges with the Charter :  

 The U.N. Charter has succeeded in ensuring that the world does not fight another world war, it has failed in stopping 
inter-state wars.Example : Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Situation of the World Post World War-2 :  

 Bipolar world with great power competition between a ‘capitalist’ America and a ‘communist’ Soviet Union. 

 The end of the Cold War led to the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the collapse of communism. 

 Relative harmony: This ‘unipolar’ moment gave a leg-up to multilateralism and led to “relative harmony” among the 
major powers. 

Threats due to Multipolar World :  

 Securitisation of international law. 

 The major powers are at each other’s throats. 

 Dwindling of the ‘liberal’ and ‘capitalist’ West 

 Rise of an ‘autocratic’ China and ‘expansionist’ Russia. 
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How does the World Powers perceive the International Law :  

 China views law as an instrument in the service of the state. 

 Rule of law theory in liberal democracies: law’s function is to constrain unbridled state power. 

 Chinese and Russian versions: believe in gaming international law for national interests. 

 Under the Chinese and Russian versions, the territorial integrity of nations and the sovereignty of states doesn’t quite 
matter. 

 The Russian approach towards international law believes that the basis of international law is not universal but cultural 
and civilisational distinctness. 

 The Russian vision of international law, in complete violation of the UN Charter 
Challenges in International Economic Law : 

 Protectionism: Concomitant spread of economic protectionism. 

 The rise of China and its desperation to ensure its continued hegemony. 

 Washington is fast backtracking on the neoliberal consensus of interdependence and non-discrimination in 
international economic law 

 Adoption of the Inflation Reduction Act in the U.S: It aims to transition to clean energy by providing massive industrial 
subsidies to domestic American companies. 

 The U.S. rejected the World Trade Organization (WTO) panel reports that held the U.S.’s protectionist industrial policies 
as national security objectives illegal. 

 The U.S. has strangled the WTO’s effective dispute settlement mechanism by blocking the appointment of the Appellate 
Body members. 

Road Ahead :  

 International law in 2023: It will continue to face challenges from populist and ethno-nationalist regimes in several 
countries such as Hungary, Turkey, Poland, and Israel. 

 S. Chimni: A crisis in international law will exist if the phenomenon of imperialism is not addressed. 

 James Crawford: crises occur in international law because of “the absence of any constitutional order, other than 
constitutional order of States”. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : How do the World Powers perceive the International Law? State the Challenges in International 
Economic Law. (200 words) 
FAQs :  
a.What are the threats due to the Multipolar World? 
ANS.  

 Securitisation of international law. 

 The major powers are at each other’s throats. 

 Dwindling of the ‘liberal’ and ‘capitalist’ West 

 Rise of an ‘autocratic’ China and ‘expansionist’ Russia. 
 
b.Briefly discuss the UN Charter. 
ANS.  

 The Charter of the United Nations is the founding document of the United Nations. 

 It was signed on 26 June 1945, and came into force on 24 October 1945. 

 The UN Charter is an instrument of international law, and UN Member States are bound by it. 

 The UN Charter codifies the major principles of international relations, from sovereign equality of States to the 
prohibition of the use of force in international relations. 

 
2.  Issues and Priorities of India’s G-20 Presidency. 

Theme : Significance of G20 countries ; International Relations.  
GS-2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. G-20 
c. What are the Current Issues 
d. Thematic Priorities of India’s G-20 Presidency 
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e. Steps India can take 
f. Road Ahead 
 
Context : India formally assumed the G20 Presidency. The Prime Minister said that India looks forward to a Presidency of healing, 
harmony and hope. 
 

 
G-20 :  

 The G20 is an informal group:19 countries and the European Union, with representatives of the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. 

 The G20 Presidency rotates annually: according to a system that ensures a regional balance over time. 

 For the selection of the presidency: 19 countries are divided into 5 groups, each having no more than 4 countries.The 
presidency rotates between each group. 

 Every year the G20 selects a country from another group to be president.India is in Group 2 which also has Russia, South 
Africa, and Turkey. 

 The G20 does not have a permanent secretariat or Headquarters. 
What are the Current Issues :  

 Covid-19 pandemics: It has impacted most of the national economies 

 Developing countries: are facing an extended, multi-faceted shock of great magnitude. 

 Stalled negative economic growth 

 Financial and liquidity crunch 

 External debt crisis 

 Increased poverty 

 Worsening of social indicators and inequality. 

 The UN says: the world is off track on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 Digital divides between the developed and developing nations and within countries, regions and genders have widened. 

 Climate-change disasters and conflicts 

 The Taliban takeover of Afghanistan 

 Ukraine-Russia war 

 Food, fuel and fertilizer crisis 

 Inflation-recession. 

 Terrorism persists: the zero-tolerance stance and counterterrorism focus of the international community seems 
diluted. 

 China: Continued Chinese muscle-flexing 

 Rise of Covid crisis in China again. 

 North-south divisions within the G20 
Thematic Priorities of India’s G-20 Presidency : 

 Technological transformation and digital public infrastructure 

 Accelerating progress on SDGs 

 Lifestyle for environment (LiFE), green development and climate finance 

 Accelerated, inclusive and resilient growth 

 Women-led development and multilateral institutions for the 21st century 
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 Finding solutions for the “3 Fs: food, fuel and fertilizer-related crisis. 
 Steps India can take :  

 India can build on the decisions and mechanisms of previous summits. 

 Mobilizing global solidarity for solutions to pressing problems of humanity. 

 India’s multi-alignment can be leveraged to bridge systemic and ideological differences and spark a “mindset change”. 

 India can drive consensus on key reforms of the UN, World Bank, IMF etc. 
Road Ahead :  

 India is seen as a bright spot in the global economic horizon. It can play a “lighthouse role” by regionalisation and 
globalizing its achievements. 

 India can offer proven solutions and be a transformer of the Global South: From social justice projects, digital 
transformation, climate and environmental activism to pandemic and disaster relief etc 

 PM’s LiFE initiative: global high-level principles and the creation of an ecosystem of government and businesses 
covering demand, supply, policy signals and economic framework could be envisaged. 

 Assessing and securing low-cost funding(public and private) for the future trajectory of climate-friendly/green 
development and clean energy technologies could be game changing. 

 India’s robust, inclusive and interoperable digital public infrastructure model, which has driven inclusion across finance, 
health and education, would be of immense value if it were replicated in the Global South. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION :  The long sustained image of India as a leader of the oppressed and marginalized nations has 
disappeared on account of its new found role in the emerging global order.’ Elaborate (UPSC 2019) (200 words) 
FAQs :  
 
a.What are Thematic Priorities of India’s G-20 Presidency? 
ANS. 

  Technological transformation and digital public infrastructure 

 Accelerating progress on SDGs 

 Lifestyle for environment (LiFE), green development and climate finance 

 Accelerated, inclusive and resilient growth 

 Women-led development and multilateral institutions for the 21st century 

 Finding solutions for the “3 Fs: food, fuel and fertilizer-related crisis. 
 
b.What is G-20 grouping? 
ANS.  

 The G20 is an informal group:19 countries and the European Union, with representatives of the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. 

 The G20 Presidency rotates annually: according to a system that ensures a regional balance over time. 

 For the selection of the presidency: 19 countries are divided into 5 groups, each having no more than 4 countries.The 
presidency rotates between each group. 

 Every year the G20 selects a country from another group to be president.India is in Group 2 which also has Russia, South 
Africa, and Turkey. 

 The G20 does not have a permanent secretariat or Headquarters. 
 

3. Concerns of Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) 
 
Theme : Polity & Indian Constitution. 
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Context : The Government will observe the 17th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas (PBD) in Indore, Madhya Pradesh. The day is meant to 
celebrate the contributions of India’s diaspora. The theme for this year’s event is, “Diaspora: Reliable Partners for India’s Progress 
in Amrit Kaal” 
 

 
Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas : 

 Pravasi Bhartiya Divas (Non-Resident Indian Day) is a celebratory day observed (starting in 2003) on 9 January by the 
Republic of India to mark the contribution of the overseas Indian community towards the development of India. 

 The day commemorates the return of Mahatma Gandhi from South Africa to Mumbai on 9 January 1915. 
OCIs :  

 OCI are not citizens: Overseas Citizenship of India is a form of permanent residency available to people of Indian origin 
and their spouses which allows them to live and work in India indefinitely. Despite its name, OCI status is not citizenship 
and does not grant the right to vote in Indian elections or hold public office. 

 It can be revoked: The Indian government can revoke OCI status in a wide variety of circumstances. As of 2020, there 
are 6 million holders of OCI cards among the Indian Overseas diaspora. 

Concerns of OCIs : 

 Scheme for dual citizenship: Originally conceptualized in 2003 by the then NDA government led by Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, the OCI scheme was envisaged as a dual-citizenship project. 

 All rights of citizens of India: OCIs would enjoy all rights as normal citizens except the right to hold public office and cast 
their vote. 

 Citizenship to OCI from certain countries: The Vajpayee government introduced the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2003 
in Parliament. The statement accompanying the Bill, that was passed by Parliament in December that year clearly stated 
that it was meant to provide dual citizenship to persons of Indian origin from certain countries. 

 Present government Downgraded OCI status: Nearly two decades later, the Union Home Ministry is downgrading the 
OCI scheme from dual-citizenship to virtually a residency permit scheme. The ministry’s statements in circulars and 
courts declaring that OCIs are not Indian citizens and that they would not enjoy any fundamental rights under the Indian 
Constitution have been particularly disheartening. 

Ambiguities about the downgrading of OCI status :  

 Confusion over rights: There is considerable legal confusion about the status of OCIs. Can they practice certain 
professions like journalism without prior government permission? Do contributions by OCIs residing in India to 
charities/schools violate the country’s laws? 

 Problem in donation: During the pandemic, resident OCIs had to ensure their donations went only to NGOs that had 
FCRA clearance. As a result, many local level initiatives could not be supported with their monetary contributions. 
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 Confusion over the status: Very often OCIs have been confronted with remarks, including at courts, that we are 
foreigners in India. Unlike several other countries, the Indian Constitution does not have exhaustive provisions on 
citizenship. 

Road Ahead :  

 Vasudhaiva kutumbakam philosophy: The Government of India announced that India’s Presidency of G20 will be 
grounded in the principles of “Vasudhaiva kutumbakam” wherein the entire world is considered as one family. 

 Push to Mobility for diaspora: Hopefully such political homilies are reflected in the way the government thinks about 
the idea of citizenship in relation to the increasingly mobile Indian diaspora. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : What are the problems of Overseas Citizens of India? Discuss why OCI deserves the better status 
in India? (150 words) 
FAQs :  
a.Who are OCIs? 
ANS.  

 OCI are not citizens: Overseas Citizenship of India is a form of permanent residency available to people of Indian origin 
and their spouses which allows them to live and work in India indefinitely. Despite its name, OCI status is not citizenship 
and does not grant the right to vote in Indian elections or hold public office. 

 It can be revoked: The Indian government can revoke OCI status in a wide variety of circumstances. As of 2020, there 
are 6 million holders of OCI cards among the Indian Overseas diaspora. 

 
b.When is Pravasi Bhartiya Divas celebrated ? 
ANS. Pravasi Bhartiya Divas (Non-Resident Indian Day) is a celebratory day observed (starting in 2003) on 9 January by the 
Republic of India to mark the contribution of the overseas Indian community towards the development of India. The day 
commemorates the return of Mahatma Gandhi from South Africa to Mumbai on 9 January 1915. 
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