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1.Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission : Spotlight on Health. 

 
Theme : Health 
GS - 2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission 
c. Features of Mission 
d. Digital identity system in India 
e. DPGs developed during the pandemic 
f. How can ABDM be used? 
g. Road Ahead 
 
Context : The PM launched the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) in September 2021, under the aegis of the National 
Health Authority.India has demonstrated digital prowess by building digital public goods (DPG) across various sectors. 
 

 
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission :  

 It was launched in September 2021 by the Prime Minister through a video conference. 

 It aims to provide digital health IDs for all Indian citizens to help hospitals, insurance firms, and citizens access health 
records electronically when required. 

 The pilot project of the Mission had been announced by the Prime Minister from the ramparts of the Red Fort on 15th 
August 2020.The project is being implemented in the pilot phase in six States & Union Territories. 

 The National Health Authority (NHA) under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare will be the implementing Agency. 
Features of Mission :  

 Health ID: 
o It will be issued for every citizen that will also work as their health account. This health account will contain 

details of every test, every disease, the doctors visited, the medicines taken and the diagnosis. 
o Health ID is free of cost, voluntary. It will help in doing analysis of health data and lead to better planning, 

budgeting and implementation for health programs. 

 Healthcare Facilities & Professionals’ Registry: 
o The other major component of the programme is creating a Healthcare Professionals’ Registry (HPR) and 

Healthcare Facilities Registry (HFR), allowing easy electronic access to medical professionals and health 
infrastructure. 
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o The HPR will be a comprehensive repository of all healthcare professionals involved in delivering healthcare 
services across both modern and traditional systems of medicine. 

o The HFR database will have records of all the country’s health facilities. 

 Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission Sandbox: 
o The Sandbox, created as a part of the mission, will act as a framework for technology and product testing that 

will help organizations, including private players intending to be a part of the national digital health ecosystem 
become a Health Information Provider or Health Information User or efficiently link with building blocks of 
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission. 

Digital identity system in India :  

 Digital public infrastructure: 800 million internet users. 

 Aadhaar: central to India’s public service delivery architecture. 

 UPI: transformed payments system. 
DPGs developed during the pandemic :  

 Covid Vaccine Intelligence Network (CoWIN): Digital approach to its vaccination strategy. 

 Aarogya Setu application: Real-time data on active cases and containment zones to help citizens assess risk in their 
areas. 

 Telemedicine: 85 percent of physicians used teleconsultations during the pandemic. 
How can ABDM be used? 

 Aarogya Setu is being transformed into a general health and wellness application. 

 CoWIN will be plugged with a lite Hospital Management Information System (HMIS) for small clinics, to bring digitisation 
to the masses. 

 Scan and share: which uses a QR code-based token system to manage queues at hospital counters. 

 Foundational elements of ABHA and PHR to streamline the outpatient registration process in large hospitals. 
Road Ahead :  

 A comprehensive digital healthcare ecosystem is necessary to bring together existing siloed efforts and move toward 
proactive, holistic, and citizen-centric healthcare. 

 ABDM has established a robust framework to provide accessible, affordable, and equitable healthcare through digital 
highways. 

 The Drug Registry is a crucial building block designed to create a single, up-to-date, centralized repository of all 
approved drugs across all systems of medicine. 

 Digitise and automate the insurance claim settlement process through the Health Claim Exchange.This will make claim-
related information verifiable, auditable, traceable and interoperable among various entities. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Besides being a moral imperative of the Welfare State, primary health structure is a necessary 
precondition for sustainable development.” Analyze. 
(200 words) 
FAQs :  
 
a.When was ABDM launched? 
ANS. It was launched in September 2021 by the Prime Minister through a video conference. 
 
b.What is an ABDM Sandbox ? 
ANS. The Sandbox, created as a part of the mission, will act as a framework for technology and product testing that will help 
organizations, including private players intending to be a part of the national digital health ecosystem become a Health 
Information Provider or Health Information User or efficiently link with building blocks of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission. 

 
 

2. The values of Local Self- Governance. 

Theme : Constitution & Polity 
GS - 2 
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e. Various Issues 
f. Road Ahead 
 
Context : In December 1992, Parliament passed the 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments, which instituted panchayats and 
municipalities, respectively. 
 

 
73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Acts :  

 
What is the Normative basis of Self- Governance? 

 Local self-governance is linked to the idea of subsidiarity. 

 It provides for efficient provision of public goods since governments with smaller jurisdictions can provide services as 
per the preferences of their residents. 

 It promotes deeper democracy since governments that are closer to the people allow citizens to engage with public 
affairs more easily. 

 India’s decentralization agenda is driven by these values. 

 States to vest panchayats and municipalities with the authority “to enable them to function as institutions of self -
government.The power to prepare and implement plans and schemes for economic development and social justice. 

 Mandate the regular conduct of local elections 

 Provide for the reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes, Schedules Tribes and women in local councils 

 Institute participative forums like gram sabhas in panchayats and ward committees in municipal corporations 
Patna High court on Bihar Municipal (Amendment) Act, 2021 :  
The amendment had transferred the powers of appointment of Grade C and D employees of municipalities from the Empowered 
Standing Committee of the municipality to the State government-controlled Directorate of Municipal Administration. 

 The court held that: These provisions violate the 74th Amendment. 
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o The recentralization of power and the weakening of self-governance “are incompatible with the idea, intent 
and design of the constitutional amendment”. 

Various Issues :  

 Local governments, especially municipalities: They operate with limited autonomy and authority. 

 Inherent limitations of the 74th amendment and the failure of State governments and courts to implement and 
interpret the amendment in letter and spirit. 

 Discretion given to the States regarding devolution of powers and levying of local taxes. 

 State governments are reluctant to implement the 74th amendment: cities are economic powerhouses and controlling 
urban land is important for financing State governments and political parties. 

 Courts: They mostly interpreted the 74th amendment narrowly, allowing State governments to retain their control over 
cities. 

Road Ahead :  

 As India is undergoing a centralizing shift in its politics, economy, and culture, there’s also been a renewed assertion of 
federalism. 

 Debates on federalism: It should include larger discussions on how power should be divided and shared between 
governments at the Union, State, and local level.Local governments are structurally an integral part of the federal 
framework of the Constitution. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION :  Has the decentralization of power in India changed the governance landscape at the grassroots? 
(200 words) 
FAQs :  
a.What is the say of Patna High court on Bihar Municipal (Amendment) Act, 2021 ? 
ANS.  

 The amendment had transferred the powers of appointment of Grade C and D employees of municipalities from the 
Empowered Standing Committee of the municipality to the State government-controlled Directorate of Municipal 
Administration. 

 The court held that: These provisions violate the 74th Amendment. 
o The recentralization of power and the weakening of self-governance “are incompatible with the idea, intent 

and design of the constitutional amendment”. 
 
b.What is the basic idea of Local Self Governance? 
ANS. Local self-governance is linked to the idea of subsidiarity. 
 

3. India’s Blue Economy. 
Theme : Environment Pollution & Degradation 
GS - 3 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. What is Blue Economy 
c. The Significance of Blue Economy 
d. Challenges to Blue Economy 
e. Government Interventions 
f. Road Ahead 
 
Context : there is a need to scrutinize the potential of the Blue economy to play a significant role in India's economic development 
and contribute to the country's long-term prosperity. 
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What is Blue Economy :  

 Blue economy refers to the sustainable use of marine resources for exploration, economic growth, improved livelihoods, 
and transport while preserving the health of marine and coastal ecosystems.In India, the blue economy encompasses a 
wide range of sectors, including shipping, tourism, fisheries, and offshore oil and gas exploration. 

The Significance of Blue Economy :  

 Transport: With an over 7,500-km-long coastline spread across nine coastal states, 12 major, and 200 minor ports, 
India's blue economy supports 95% of the country's business through transportation and contributes an estimated 4% 
to its Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

 Expansion of Shipping Industry: India is looking to expand its presence in the shipping industry and increase its capacity 
as a hub for ship repair and maintenance, which can come with various economic and geopolitical benefits. 

 Offshore Energy Production: There are also opportunities to develop offshore wind and solar energy in India, which 
could help to meet the country's growing energy needs. 

 Aquaculture and Marine Biotechnology: The blue economy can support the growth of these sectors, which have the 
potential to contribute to the country's food security and improve the health of the ocean ecosystem. 

 Synergy With SDG: It supports all of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), especially SDG14 ‘life 
below water’. 

Challenges to Blue Economy :  

 Lack of Infrastructure: There is a lack of ports, airports, and other infrastructure in many coastal areas of India, which 
can make it difficult to develop and expand economic activities in these regions. 

 Overfishing: Overfishing is a major challenge in India's coastal waters, as it can lead to the depletion of fish stocks and 
harm the marine ecosystem. This can have negative impacts on the fishing industry and other sectors of the blue 
economy. 

 Marine Pollution: Pollution from sources such as oil spills, plastic waste, and industrial effluent can harm marine 
ecosystems and have negative impacts on the blue economy. 

 Climate Change: Rising sea levels, negative Indian Ocean dipole and other impacts of climate change can pose risks to 
coastal communities and also have negative impacts on the blue economy. 

 India-Sri Lanka Fishing Conflict: The boundary between Indian and Sri Lankan waters in the Palk Bay is not clearly 
defined, which has led to confusion and conflict between Indian and Sri Lankan fishermen. 

Government Interventions :  

 Deep Ocean Mission 

 India-Norway Task Force on Blue Economy for Sustainable Development 

 Sagarmala Project 

 O-SMART 

 Integrated Coastal Zone Management 

 National Fisheries Policy 

 NavIC 
 
Road Ahead :  

 Investment in Infrastructure: Investing in infrastructure such as ports, airports, and other facilities in coastal areas can 
help to support the growth and expansion of economic activities in these regions. 

 Research and Development: Investing in research and development to improve technologies and practices in the blue 
economy can help to increase efficiency and reduce the negative impacts on the environment.India must focus on 
marine ICTs, and transport (shipping) and communication services, and the creation of a knowledge hub for marine 
research and development. 

 Partnerships and Collaboration: Working with other countries, international organizations, and other stakeholders to 
exchange knowledge and expertise, and to collaborate on projects and initiatives, can help to support the growth and 
development of the blue economy. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Examine the challenges and opportunities for India's blue economy and suggest innovative 
strategies for the sustainable development of this sector. (200 words) 
FAQs :  
a.What is the Blue Economy? 
ANS. Blue economy refers to the sustainable use of marine resources for exploration, economic growth, improved livelihoods, 
and transport while preserving the health of marine and coastal ecosystems.In India, the blue economy encompasses a wide 
range of sectors, including shipping, tourism, fisheries, and offshore oil and gas exploration. 
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b.What is the significance of the Blue Economy? 
ANS.  

 Transport: With an over 7,500-km-long coastline spread across nine coastal states, 12 major, and 200 minor ports, 
India's blue economy supports 95% of the country's business through transportation and contributes an estimated 4% 
to its Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

 Expansion of Shipping Industry: India is looking to expand its presence in the shipping industry and increase its capacity 
as a hub for ship repair and maintenance, which can come with various economic and geopolitical benefits. 

 Offshore Energy Production: There are also opportunities to develop offshore wind and solar energy in India, which 
could help to meet the country's growing energy needs. 

 Aquaculture and Marine Biotechnology: The blue economy can support the growth of these sectors, which have the 
potential to contribute to the country's food security and improve the health of the ocean ecosystem. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


