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1.India’s Dilemmas in an Asian Century. 

Theme : Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements involving India or affecting India’s interests. 
GS-2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Regional and global developments With which geopolitical and economic rise of Asia coincides 
c. Alternatives to a previous unipolar world 
d. Would a multipolar Asia be useful to Indian interests? 
e. Implications of a multipolar world 
f. Why will India hesitate to engage in the emergent Asian century? 
g. Road Ahead 
 
Context : If 2022 was a momentous year for India and the rest of the world, 2023 is likely to further sharpen the geopolitical fault 
lines set in motion by the previous year. 
 

 
Regional and global developments With which geopolitical and economic rise of Asia coincides: 

 Withdrawal of the U.S. from much of continental Asia 

 Aggressive rise of China 

 Ukraine war 
Alternatives to a previous unipolar world :  

 Multipolar world with Russia, China, Japan, India and other, smaller powers asserting themselves on the global stage. 

 China-dominated Asia: China will lead the world order.China-dominated Asia won’t serve India’s geopolitical interests. 
Would a multipolar Asia be useful to Indian interests? 

 It will invariably take away the relative ‘stability’ of the current world order where the power of the U.S. is on the decline 
and that of China is (still) on the rise. 

 Peaceful coexistence: Multipolarity is premised on the rule of law or peaceful coexistence. 

 Foreign secretary H.V. Shringla in 2021: India values a multipolar international order, underpinned by: 
o International law 
o Respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all countries 
o Resolution of international disputes through peaceful negotiations 
o Free and open access for all to the global commons 
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Implications of a multipolar world :  

 Financial order: Sharpening of opposition against the current global financial order. 

 Weaponization of globalization and trade 

 Sanctions against Russia, and Russia’s attempts in turn at evading them with help from its Asian partners (China, Iran, 
Turkey, India, etc.) 

 Challenges to dollar-based trade and Western payment systems such as SWIFT. 
Why will India hesitate to engage in the emergent Asian century? 

 The Indian establishment has a deeply status quo view of the world order despite its frequent calls for change. 
o It believes in a more democratic, orderly and rules-based world order 
o It recognises that major systemic changes could also be accompanied by chaos. 

 India likes slow, peaceful and consensual transformation of the system which, of course, is not what is happening today. 

 Asian century without stable multipolarity: Multipolar world is most likely going to be a passing phenomenon. 
o It will be replaced by a bipolar world dominated by the U.S. and China with others acting as balancing factors. 

 A bipolar international system dominated by China and the U.S. is a bad deal for India: India, being a next-door adversary 
of China, could often be the target of Chinese ire. 

 If the U.S. accommodates China as a peer: it could mean the U.S. accepting China’s sphere of influence.This could make 
India a casualty at the altar of great power politics. 

 Road Ahead :  

 Multipolar world: India has to play a critical role in the cooperative networked system in our multi-polar world. 

 India belongs both to the non-aligned movement: which reflects its experience of colonialism, and the community of 
democracies.It reflects its 75 years of experience as a democracy alongside many of the countries it rails against in the 
non-aligned movement. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : “If the last few decades were Asia’s growth story, the next few are expected to be Africa’s.” In the 
light of this statement, examine India’s influence in Africa in recent years. (200 words) 
FAQs :  

a, What are the Implications of a Multi-polar World? 

ANS.  

 Financial order: Sharpening of opposition against the current global financial order. 

 Weaponization of globalization and trade 

 Sanctions against Russia, and Russia’s attempts in turn at evading them with help from its Asian partners (China, Iran, 
Turkey, India, etc.) 

 Challenges to dollar-based trade and Western payment systems such as SWIFT. 
 
b.Mention the Regional and global developments With which the geopolitical and economic rise of Asia coincides. 
ANS.  

 Withdrawal of the U.S. from much of continental Asia 

 Aggressive rise of China 

 Ukraine war 
 

2. India-China: between pre-1962 and now. 

Theme : Bilateral, regional and global grouping involving India, Significance of Indo-Pacific for India etc 
GS-2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Reasons of the 1962 War 
c. Events that led to the War 
d. Dispute between India and China in 1950’s 
e. Present Disputes 
f. Stand of China 
g. Role of China’s internal vulnerabilities to bilateral relations with India 
h. Road Ahead 
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Context : The clash between Indian troops and the Chinese PLA at Galwan in 2020 and the recent altercation between troops at 
Yangtse in Arunachal Pradesh have highlighted the lingering boundary dispute as well as the complex Line of Actual Control 
(LAC). 
 

 
Reasons of the 1962 War :  

 Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh: The main reason for the Indo-China war was a dispute over the sovereignty of the 
widely separated Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh border regions. 

 Claim over territories: India claimed Aksai Chin to be the part of Ladakh whereas China claimed it as the part of Xinjiang. 

 Aloofness about Chinese activities at the border: India remained unaware that this area was already in use by China.The 
Chinese had built a 220-km-long road there only after the completion of the project was announced in 1957. 

 In the eastern sector: the McMahon Line had been drawn in 1914 without even a survey. 
Events that led to the War :  

 Panchsheel agreement (1954): It ousted India out of Tibet and China found the time right to enforce its territorial claims 
along the Indian border. 

 Misconception: Chinese initial intrusions were dismissed by India as minor incidents, while the intrusions continued. 

 Kongka pass incident (1959):Nine Indian policemen were killed, and the government held China responsible, creating a 
sense of betrayal in the public.The border problem built up into armed conflict in 1962. 

 Ceasefire: India did not respond positively to the Chinese suggestion to create a demilitarized zone to avoid future 
conflicts.The two countries were left without an agreed line separating them. 

 Chinese claim over the eastern sector as part of any settlement, while holding on to the western sector. 
Dispute between India and China in 1950’s :  

 Whole of Aksai Chin claimed by India 

 Whole of NEFA (now Arunachal Pradesh) is claimed by China. 
Present Disputes :  

 Trig Heights in the Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO) area 

 Demchok in the south 

 The Depsang Bulge 

 Galwan 

 Pangong Lake and Hot Springs 

 Barahoti pasture north of Chamoli in Uttarakhand 
Stand of China :  

 Advantage: China has enjoyed an advantage in terms of terrain and logistics on the high plateau of Tibet. 

 China has always projected a spurious interpretation of the LAC: shied away from clarifying its position through an 
exchange of large-scale maps. 

Role of China’s internal vulnerabilities to bilateral relations with India :  

 Tibet: It has remained a source of insecurity for China. 

 Mao Zedong adopted an aggressive stance towards India as a means of consolidating his leadership to avoid internal 
challenges and avoiding censure of disastrous political and economic policies. 
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 Xi Jinping: Facing mounting scrutiny for the dreadful Zero-COVID policy, and growing authoritarianism. 

 The tendency to create external diversions is a common thread. 
Road Ahead :  

 Diplomatic talks: Since the Galwan incident, the two sides have disengaged at multiple friction points even as military 
and diplomatic talks continue to find a way out of the impasse at Depsang and Demchok. 

 India’s Endeavour to engage China has been in keeping with India’s broader world vision of good-neighborly and 
peaceful ties, inclusive growth and development. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Quadrilateral Security Dialogue is transforming itself into a trade block from the military alliance, 
in present times. Discuss (150 words) 
FAQs :  
a.What was the Dispute between India and China in the 1950's ? 
ANS.  

 Whole of Aksai Chin claimed by India 

 Whole of NEFA (now Arunachal Pradesh) is claimed by China. 
 
b.Name some disputed areas between India & China. 
ANS.  

 Trig Heights in the Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO) area 

 Demchok in the south 

 The Depsang Bulge 

 Galwan 

 Pangong Lake and Hot Springs 

 Barahoti pasture north of Chamoli in Uttarakhand 
 

3. Groundwater : A Priority for a Sustainable Future. 
Theme : Water Resources , Conservation  
GS-3 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Causes of Groundwater Depletion in India 
c. Issues with Depleting Ground Water 
d. Government Interventions 
e. Road Ahead 
 
Context : According to the Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) of India, approximately 70% of the total water used in India is 
from groundwater sources. 
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Causes of Groundwater Depletion in India :  

 Over-extraction of Groundwater for Irrigation: Irrigation accounts for around 80% of total water use in India, and much 
of this water is sourced from groundwater.As demand for food continues to grow, more and more groundwater is being 
extracted for irrigation, leading to depletion. 

 Climate change: Rising temperatures and changing precipitation patterns can alter the recharge rates of groundwater 
aquifers, making them more vulnerable to depletion.Draughts, flash floods, and disrupted monsoon events are recent 
examples of climate change events that are placing pressure on India's groundwater resources. 

 Poor Water Management: Inefficient use of water, leaky pipes, and inadequate infrastructure for capturing and storing 
rainwater can all contribute to groundwater depletion. 

 Decrease in Natural Recharge: The natural recharge of groundwater aquifers can be decreased by factors such as 
deforestation, which can lead to soil erosion and reduce the amount of water that is able to seep into the ground and 
replenish the aquifers. 

Issues with Depleting Ground Water :  

 Water Scarcity: As groundwater levels drop, there may not be enough water available for domestic, agricultural, and 
industrial use. This can lead to water shortages and conflicts over water resources. 

 Land Subsidence: When groundwater is extracted, the soil can become compacted, leading to land subsidence (the 
sinking or settling of the land). This can cause damage to infrastructure, such as roads and buildings, and can also 
increase the risk of flooding. 

 Environmental Degradation: Depleting groundwater can also have negative impacts on the environment. For example, 
when groundwater levels drop, it can cause saltwater intrusion in coastal areas, leading to the contamination of 
freshwater resources. 

 Economic Impacts: Groundwater depletion can also have economic impacts, as it can lead to reduced agricultural 
production and increased costs for water treatment and pumping. 

 Lack of Depletion Data: Indian government regulates groundwater exploitation by "notifying" highly overexploited 
blocks in water-stressed states.However, only about 14% of overexploited blocks are currently notified. 

Government Interventions :  

 Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana 

 Jal Shakti Abhiyan- Catch the Rain Campaign 

 Atal Bhujal Yojana 

 Aquifer Mapping and Management Programme 

 Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) 
Road Ahead :  

 Regulation of Ground Water Extraction: Implementing regulations to control the extraction of groundwater can help to 
ensure that it is not being over-exploited. 

 Promoting the Use of Alternative Sources of Water: Encouraging the use of alternative sources of water, such as treated 
wastewater, can help to reduce the demand for groundwater. 

 Water Education and Awareness: Raising awareness about the importance of conserving water and the need to prevent 
groundwater depletion can help to encourage individuals and communities to adopt sustainable water use practices. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : What are the main causes of groundwater depletion in India and what measures can be taken to 
prevent it? Discuss with examples. (200 words) 
FAQs :  
a.What are various government Interventions for Groundwater Conservation ? 
ANS.  

 Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana 

 Jal Shakti Abhiyan- Catch the Rain Campaign 

 Atal Bhujal Yojana 

 Aquifer Mapping and Management Programme 

 Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) 
 
b.What leads to decrease in Natural recharge of Groundwater Aquifers? 
ANS. The natural recharge of groundwater aquifers can be decreased by factors such as deforestation, which can lead to soil 
erosion and reduce the amount of water that is able to seep into the ground and replenish the aquifers. 
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