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1. A strong case exists for Marriage Equality. 

Theme : Government policies and interventions for development of various sectors, weaker sections of society and interventions 
for their development etc 
GS-2 
TABLE OF CONTENT  
a. Context 
b. LGBTIQ+ 
c. Issues faced by LGBTIQ+ Communities 
d. Obstacles in Adjudication 
e. Special Marriage Act ,1954 
f. Global Practices 
g. Road Ahead 
Context : A Member of Parliament said that same-sex marriages are against the cultural ethos of India.A petition for marriage 
rights of same-sex couples (under the Special Marriage Act, 1954) is pending before the Supreme Court of India. 
 

 
LGBTIQ+ :  

 LGBTQ is an acronym for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer or questioning. 

 These terms are used to describe a person’s sexual orientation or gender identity. 
 
Issues faced by LGBTIQ+ Communities :  

 Heterosexuality 

 In-equality & Violence 

 Deprived in Rights 
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 Isolation from society 

 Conflict in Family itself 

 Racial Discrimination 
 
Obstacles in Adjudication :  

 Legitimacy of the institution: whether courts should intervene in marriage rights or leave it to the wisdom of Parliament. 

 The Court previously decriminalized consensual same-sex conduct on the basis of the ‘right to equality’ and not merely 
the ‘right to privacy’. 

Special Marriage Act ,1954 :  

 The Special Marriage Act is a central legislation made to validate and register interreligious and inter-caste marriages in 
India. 

 It allows two individuals to solemnize their marriage through a civil contract. 

 No religious formalities are needed to be carried out under the Act. 
Global Practices :  
 

 The European Court of Human Rights, in Dudgeon vs UK (1981): struck down the offense of buggery in Northern Ireland 
as violative of Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights.The court thus adopted a privacy approach and 
did not go into the question of equal treatment under Article 14. 

 Oliari vs Italy(to seek marriage rights in Italy): The court reasoned that states could not be obligated to grant marriage 
equality, provided there was some form of legal recognition of their rights 

 Fourie (2005)(South Africa): the Constitutional Court rejected the state’s argument that the Constitution only protected 
the right to establish family in private life without state interference and not to marry. 

 S-(Lawrence vs Texas 2003) and granted marriage equality (Obergefell 2015): Both under the due process clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment of its Constitution.It prohibits the state from taking away personal liberties without substantive 
and procedural fairness. 

Road Ahead :  

 The court focused on an all-encompassing meaning of equality in all spheres of life, essential for dignified living to 
overcome prejudice. 

 The foundation of equal treatment ought to pave the way for marriage equality in India and not be left to the vagaries 
of the legislature. 

 The Court is the only hope in claiming sequential rights where no active steps have been taken by the Government 
since the Court’s decision in 2018. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Explain the doctrine of ‘Constitutional Morality’ with the help of relevant judicial decisions. (150 
words) 
 
FAQs :  
 
a.What is SMA,1954? 
ANS.  

 The Special Marriage Act is a central legislation made to validate and register interreligious and inter-caste marriages 
in India. 

 It allows two individuals to solemnize their marriage through a civil contract. 

 No religious formalities are needed to be carried out under the Act. 
 
b.Who is LGBTIQ+ ? 
ANS. 

 LGBTQ is an acronym for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer or questioning. 

 These terms are used to describe a person’s sexual orientation or gender identity. 
 

2.  Cybersecurity Strengthening. 
Theme : Cybercrime & Security 
GS-3 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Various Concerns 
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c. Why is there an Increase in Cyber Attacks? 
d. Challenges with the Cyber Security 
e. Government Interventions to Ensure Cybersecurity 
f. Road Ahead 
Context : The reported illegal offer for sale of the private data of some 30 million railway passengers is the latest incident 
highlighting the dangers of an insecure, yet digitally enabled economy.  
 

 
Various Concerns :  

 India registers a very high number of cyber ransom attacks. These two incidents are just the highly visible tip of a 
cybercrime iceberg.  

 India has turned into a major hub for global cybercrime and the large volume of cybercrimes makes it more vulnerable. 

 There are legislative lacunae in that India doesn’t have a personal data protection law.  

 Large databases of personal data are sold regularly, more or less openly, in an almost normalized fashion.  

 There have been innumerable data breaches and leaks on smaller scales across multiple sectors.  

 There are organized gangs, making a living out of running phishing scams and cybersex blackmail rackets.  
Why is there an Increase in Cyber Attacks? 

 Cheap Accessibility of Data: 
o India is famously the cheapest place in the world in terms of data tariff.  
o It is also the nation with the highest per capita data consumption.  
o As new high-speed internet technologies such as 5G and satellite broadband roll out, data generation is likely 

to rise exponentially, so are cybercrimes.  

 Increasing Dependency on Technology:  
o As we grow faster, more and more systems are being shifted to virtual space to promote access and ease of 

use.  
o However, the downside to this trend is the increased vulnerability of such systems to cyber-attacks. 

 Asymmetric and covert warfare:  
o Unlike conventional warfare with loss of lives and eyeball to eyeball situations, cyber warfare is covert warfare 

with the scope of plausible deniability, i.e. the governments can deny their involvement even when they are 
caught.  

o Therefore, cyber warfare has increasingly become the chosen space for conflict between nations. 

 Adverse relations with China:  
o China is considered one of the world leaders in information technology.  
o Therefore, it is expected to have capabilities to disable or partially interrupt the information technology 

services in another country.  
Challenges with the Cyber Security :  

 Lack of consciousness for cybersecurity:  
o In an digitally enabled economy where a high and rising proportion of transactions is digital, there is a lack of 

consciousness about the need for cybersecurity.  

 Vulnerable points in the system:  
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o There is a need to find and address the vulnerable points in the system, which might allow unauthorized entry 
into the system. For e.g. it is expected that the sensitive nuclear data is protected by heavy encryption, but 
the users may be vulnerable to human errors while accessing the systems.  

 State-sponsored Cyber Attacks:  
o The problem with such state-sponsored attacks is the unlimited funding received by the hackers to break into 

the foreign systems. This means that to counter such threats from China or other countries, India needs to 
allocate sufficient resources, which can proportionately deter the systems from being compromised.  

 Low digital literacy among the general public:  
o It is often reported that people are duped easily by click-baiting them into clicking interesting content, which 

often has malware attached to itself.  
Government Interventions to Ensure Cybersecurity :  

 Latest Initiatives: 
o The Digital India initiative aims to deliver the entire spectrum of government services online, and it also aims 

to enable a cashless digital economy operating across the entire range of products and services offered by the 
private sector.  

o The Unified Payments Interface (UPI) ties together many disparate fintech service providers, and financial 
entities generate billions of daily transactions.  

o The Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) is even more ambitious in that it conceptualizes end-to-end 
seamless logistics, and transactional ability across the retail and e-commerce space. 

 Institutional Structure:  
o India has a well-organized structure to regulate and strengthen the national information technology systems 

across the country.  
o This includes the National Cyber Security Council as well as Computer Emergency Response Team – India 

(CERT-In). 

 Personal Data Protection Bill:  
o The bill mandates strengthening of data infrastructure by the private companies to safeguard the data of 

individuals.  
o Therefore, there is a focus on including the private companies in the ambit of data protection, rather than 

restricting it to the government only. 

 Banning of potentially unsafe apps:  
o India had banned many apps (mostly of Chinese origin), which were found to be unsafe for usage by the Indian 

citizens.  
o The apps were allegedly transferring data to the servers located outside India and did not have proper 

safeguards to ensure that the private data of Indian citizens was protected from unauthorized access. 

 Upcoming Cyber Security Strategy:  
o Cyber Security Strategy aims to prepare a comprehensive document on preparing for and dealing with the 

cyber-attacks and securing the cyberspace in the country.  
o For e.g. the strategy identifies three stages in the arena of cyber-attacks: 

 Pre attack or Preparatory Phase:  
o In this stage, the systems’ gaps are identified and they are plugged in.  
o The focus is on strengthening the defense mechanism and the firewalls and keeping the system up to date so 

that any potential threat is averted and the system is not compromised. 
Road Ahead :  

 Strengthening the Policy Ecosystem:  
o The need of the hour is to come up with a futuristic National Cyber-Security Policy which allocates adequate 

resources and addresses the concerns of the stakeholders.  
o A personal data protection law needs to be implemented at the earliest and it needs to offer the citizens both 

adequate protection and the chance of recompense for damaging data leaks, possibly through allowing class-
action suits to claim damages from the leaking organizations.  

 Increased awareness and monitoring:   
o There is a need to enhance the general awareness levels of the government installations as well as the general 

public to counter such threats. 
o Agencies like the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) need to look at creating outreach 

programmes to spread the gospel of cybersecurity well beyond government organizations and companies to 
individuals.  
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 Continuous Testing:  
o There is a need to conduct regular and frequent checks of the existing system by bringing in ethical hackers 

and other experts on board so that if there are chinks in the system, they can be addressed swiftly before they 
are exploited by the hackers. 

 Pre-empting the cyber-attacks:  
o There is a need to invest in the right tools and technologies apart from the human resources, which can predict 

and detect the cyber attacks early, so that preventive steps could be taken while the time is still on our side.  

 Partnership with the private sector:  
o There is a need to collaborate and cooperate in erecting defenses against outside intruders, who try to gain 

unauthorized entry into the system. 

 Investing in Capacity Building:  
o Unlike other sectors requiring huge machinery and equipment, information technology is one sector which is 

highly dependent upon the skill level of human resources more than anything else. 
o India needs to invest in cybersecurity and data protection. 

 
MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : A personal data protection law needs to be implemented at the earliest in India to ensure a more 
robust cybersecurity regime. Discuss. (150 words) 
FAQs :  
a.State 2 Challenges to Cybersecurity? 
ANS.  

 Lack of consciousness for cybersecurity:  
o In an digitally enabled economy where a high and rising proportion of transactions is digital, there is a lack of 

consciousness about the need for cybersecurity.  

 Vulnerable points in the system:  
o There is a need to find and address the vulnerable points in the system, which might allow unauthorized entry 

into the system. For e.g. it is expected that the sensitive nuclear data is protected by heavy encryption, but 
the users may be vulnerable to human errors while accessing the systems.  

 
b.What is the Institutional Structure of Cybersecurity in India? 
ANS. 

  India has a well-organized structure to regulate and strengthen the national information technology systems across 
the country.  

 This includes the National Cyber Security Council as well as Computer Emergency Response Team – India (CERT-In). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Re-structuring Urban Galaxies. 
Theme : Society & Healthcare 
GS-2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Harmful Effect of Growth of Cities 
c. Modern vs Traditional Way of Life 
d. Need for Reforming Urban Planning Capacity 
e. Road Ahead 
Context : The fast-paced, modern lifestyle has contributed to the economic development of the country. However, the price has 
been paid by society and the deteriorating health care situation in the country. 
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Modern vs Traditional Way of Life :  

 Harnessing Twin Challenge: Overburdening a mega city not only degrades the quality of life of its residents, but also 
denudes the nearby smaller towns. On one hand, the continued expansion in cities leads to larger distances, longer 
commute times and a tired workforce. On the other hand, the nearby towns suffer from migration and destruction of 
local crafts. 

 Overburdened Agglomerations: Large cities result in mass production of goods, heavily polluting industrial centers, a 
large transport network, bigger residential complexes with less recreational space, large banking systems with higher 
interest rates and overpaid, yet tired workforce, all of whom are dependent on exhaustible resources like land and 
water. 

 Uniqueness: In contrast to the cities, towns in India have their unique character, which is closely knit with the availability 
of resources and is in sync with the local skills. It provides a unique, local flavor to the towns and preserves diversity of  
such places. It also promotes spiritual and cultural growth in a region, which is equally important to physical growth. 

 Conventional Way of Life: As compared to urban life, rural people are usually dependent upon the non-motorised 
means of transport, which are greener and quieter. They also have an inherent respect for the environment, including 

Harmful Effect of Growth of Cities :  

 Organic Growth: It refers to the growth of any entity in a natural manner. For e.g., in historical evolution, it has been 
seen that habitations develop around the areas having sufficient resources for sustaining the population. Organic 
growth is a factor in sustainable development (which refers to the use of resources without compromising on the 
needs of future generations). 

 History of Development of Cities: The early civilizations developed around sources of water and caves (which acted as 
a shelter for the people). Later on, forests were preferred because of their utility as a source of food and wood (for 
construction). In modern times, economic activity is generally considered the most crucial factor in determining the 
relative importance of a city. 

 Limitations of Over-centralization: The growth of any entity must be limited to a specific size, beyond which it becomes 
very difficult to sustain. This is not only true for biological organisms like dinosaurs, but also for the cities. A city 
growing beyond the ‘ultimate’ size is bound to collapse due to internal pressures like congestion, inadequate housing, 
crime, poverty and so on. 

 Quality of Life: It must be remembered that while planning a city, quality of life of the residents is the topmost 
consideration. By improving the infrastructure, and providing facilities and amenities in the city, the functioning of the 
city might improve but it might not necessarily be conducive to the quality and standard of life of the residents. 

 Urban Galaxies: The interconnection between megacities and the smaller towns takes the shape of urban galaxies on 
the map of a country. It is composed of starlike large metropolises, contained between the dark space-like empty 
tracts. The suburban areas resemble the glow of the large stars. 



 
     
     

 

    

            THE JIGYASA DAILY 

                               …Current Affairs… 
 

Delhi- 9650294824,27 Bada Bazar Marg, Old 

Rajendra Nagar /jigyasaias@gmail.com 

Mohali- 9779944824, Plot No 469, Phase VIII-B, Industrial 

Area, S.A.S Nagar / jigyasaiaschd@gmail.com 

 

the 

forests and wildlife. Similarly, social intermingling and dependency still exists in the rural areas, promoting cooperation. 

 Economies of Scale: In urban industries, economies of scale refer to mass production and profit maximization. However, 
in rural areas, economies of scale are manifest in the daily, weekly and monthly haats or village markets. Such markets 
are beneficial for both, buyers, as well as, sellers. For buyers, such markets offer choice and opportunity to bargain, 
while for the sellers, they offer an increased number of buyers. 

 Increased Satisfaction Levels: By conceiving multiple clusters of rural towns, provisioned with urban facilities and 
amenities, people get the opportunity to live near their roots. This enhances the satisfaction level of the population, 
and promotes cultural propagation and life enrichment. 

 Shared Responsibility: Rural areas have been at the center of cooperative movements. For e.g., Amul in Gujarat, farmer 
cooperatives in Punjab and textile mills in Ahmedabad. Such movements have proven the potential of employment 
generation and wealth creation via shared responsibility in a region. 

Need for Reforming Urban Planning Capacity :  

 Increasing Urbanization: India’s urban population is 11% of that of the world. 
o However, in absolute numbers, the urban population in India is more than highly urbanized countries/regions 

like the United States, Japan, Western Europe, and South America. 
o During 2011-36, urban growth will be responsible for 73% of the rise in total population in India. 

 Urbanization is Central to India’s Economy: Urbanization contributes nearly 60% to India’s Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP).However, there exists large, untapped economies of scale. 

 India’s National Growth Targets:. 
o Economic Growth Target: USD 5 trillion economy by 2024. 
o Employment Target: Total workforce estimated to be 0.64 billion by 2030, of which 0.26 billion to be employed 

in urban areas. 
o Infrastructure Targets: Creation of 11 large industrial corridors as part of the National Industrial Corridor 

Programme, several multimodal logistic parks, etc. 
o Environmental Protection Targets: River rejuvenation, clean air in cities, etc. 

 National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP): The urban sector has a significant share of 17% in the NIP. 
o NIP facilitates infrastructure projects in the country with a projected investment of Rs 111 lakh crore during 

the period 2020-25. 

 India’s Global Commitments: 
o SDGs (Goal 11): Promote urban planning as one of the recommended methods for achieving sustainable 

development. 
o UN-Habitat’s New Urban Agenda: It was adopted at Habitat III in 2016. It puts forth principles for the planning, 

construction, development, management, and improvement of urban areas. 
o UN-Habitat (2020) mentions spatial sustainability, as a concept. It suggests that the spatial conditions of a city 

can enhance its power to generate social, economic and environmental value and well-being. 
o Paris Agreement: India’s National Determined Contributions (NDCs) includes the goals to reduce the emission 

intensity of the country's GDP by 33 to 35% by 2030 from 2005 level. 
Road Ahead :  

 Planning of Healthy Cities: Central Sector Scheme ‘500 Healthy Cities Programme’, for a period of 5 years, wherein 
priority cities and towns would be selected jointly by the states and local bodies.The Programme can lead to optimum 
utilization of urban land as well. 

 Re-engineering of Urban Governance: To bring in more institutional clarity and also multi-disciplinary expertise to solve 
urban challenges.The formation of an apex committee at the state level is recommended to undertake a regular review 
of planning legislations (including town and country planning or urban and regional development acts or other relevant 
acts). 

 Strengthening the Role of the Private Sector: These include the adoption of fair processes for procuring technical 
consultancy services, strengthening project structuring and management skills in the public sector, and empanelment 
of private sector consultancies. 

 Measures for Strengthening Human Resource and Match Demand–Supply: The constitution of a ‘National Council of 
Town and Country Planners’ as a statutory body of the Government of India. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Discuss the dichotomy between the rural way of life and modern lifestyle. How can the synthesis 
between the two be helpful for the people? (150 words) 
FAQs :  
a.Why do we need to understand the need of over-centralization ? 
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ANS. The growth of any entity must be limited to a specific size, beyond which it becomes very difficult to sustain. This is not 
only true for biological organisms like dinosaurs, but also for the cities. A city growing beyond the ‘ultimate’ size is bound to 
collapse due to internal pressures like congestion, inadequate housing, crime, poverty and so on. 
 
b.What is SDG 11? 
ANS.Promote urban planning as one of the recommended methods for achieving sustainable development. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


