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1.Evolving Features of the Muslim Representation in India. 
Theme : Social empowerment, Minorities and issues associated with them. 
GS-1 
GS-2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Minorities 
c. Constitutional Provisions for Minorities 
d. Article-350-B 
e. Components of symbolic representation of Muslims which have been hollowed out by right wing 
f. Road Ahead 
Context : The representation of Muslims is more of a lightning rod for present-day political divide. 
 

 
Minorities :  

 Currently, only those communities notified under section 2(c) of the NCM Act, 1992, by the central 
government are regarded as minority. 

 Muslim minority(Census 2011): population of Muslims in India 2(fourteen point two)% of India’s 
population. 

Constitutional Provisions for Minorities :  
Article 29: 

 It provides that any section of the citizens residing in any part of India having a distinct language, 
script or culture of its own, shall have the right to conserve the same. 

 It grants protection to both religious minorities as well as linguistic minorities. 
 However, the SC held that the scope of this article is not necessarily restricted to minorities only, as 

use of the word ‘section of citizens’ in the Article includes minorities as well as the majority. 
 Article 30: 

 All minorities shall have the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice. 
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 The protection under Article 30 is confined only to minorities (religious or linguistic) and does not 
extend to any section of citizens (as under Article 29). 

Article-350-B :  
 The 7th Constitutional (Amendment) Act 1956 inserted this article which provides for a Special Officer 

for Linguistic Minorities appointed by the President of India. 
 It would be the duty of the Special Officer to investigate all matters relating to the safeguards 

provided for linguistic minorities under the Constitution. 
Components of symbolic representation of Muslims which have been hollowed out by right wing: 

 Silence in their rhetorical response to the policies relating to cultural concerns of minorities (UCC, 
madrasas, AMU, Babri Masjid, etc) 

 Protector: Self-consciously shirked away from the role of “protector” of minorities. 
 Markedly indifferent attitude towards the systematic destruction of the political career of Muslim 

politicians. 
Road Ahead :  

 The partial outsourcing of the task of mobilizing Muslims stemming to some extent from a long-
standing under-representation of Muslims in party organization, remains a risky political maneuver. 

 Secular parties of North India need to integrate the productive elements of the more robust 
southern model, promising “substantive representation” to Muslims while fending off the ‘attacks’ 
of “minority appeasement”. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Are tolerance, assimilation and pluralism the key elements in the making of 
an Indian form of secularism? Justify your answer.(UPSC 2022) (200 words) 
FAQs :  
a.What is Article-29? 
ANS.  

 It provides that any section of the citizens residing in any part of India having a distinct language, 
script or culture of its own, shall have the right to conserve the same. 

 It grants protection to both religious minorities as well as linguistic minorities. 
 However, the SC held that the scope of this article is not necessarily restricted to minorities only, as 

use of the word ‘section of citizens’ in the Article includes minorities as well as the majority. 
 
b.What is Article-30 ? 
ANS.  

 All minorities shall have the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice. 
 The protection under Article 30 is confined only to minorities (religious or linguistic) and does not 

extend to any section of citizens (as under Article 29) 
 

2. Issues of Stubble Burning. 
Theme : Environmental Pollution 
GS-3 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. What is Stubble Burning 
c. Bad Effects of Stubble Burning 
d. Alternatives to Stubble Burning 
e. Road Ahead 
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Context : The problem of ‘on-farm’ burning or stubble burning is intensifying in recent years due to shortage 
of human labor, high cost of removing the crop residue from the field and mechanized harvesting of crops, 
contributing majorly to air pollution in Northern India. 
 

 

Bad Effects of Stubble Burning :  
 Damage to the Environment: Burning stubble emits toxic gases such as Carbon Monoxide (CO), 

Methane (CH4), Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH), and Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC). 
o A thick blanket of smog is formed from these pollutants dispersing into the surrounding 

area, ultimately affecting air quality and health. This is one of the primary causes of Delhi's 
air pollution. 

 Impact on Soil Properties: Heat from burning residues elevates soil temperature causing death of 
beneficial soil organisms. 

o Frequent residue burning leads to complete loss of microbial population and reduces levels 
of Nitrogen and Carbon in the soil, which is important for crop root development. 

 Impacts on Human Health: There have been several health effects caused by the resultant air 
pollution, ranging from skin irritation to severe neurological, cardiovascular, and respiratory 
problems. 

o Research shows that pollution exposure also has an adverse effect on mortality rates - the 
life expectancy of Delhi residents has decreased by about 6.4 years as a result of high 
pollution levels. 

Alternatives to Stubble Burning :  
 Bio Enzyme-PUSA: A bio-enzyme called PUSA has been developed by the Indian Agriculture 

Research Institute as a solution to stubble burning. 
o As soon as it is sprayed, this enzyme starts decomposing the stubble in 20-25 days, turning 

it into manure, which further improves the soil.It also Increases organic carbon and soil 
health while reducing fertilizer expenses for the next cropping cycle. 

 Palletisation: Paddy straw can be dried and converted into pellets can be mixed along with coal 
which can be used in thermal power plants and industries as fuel. This can save coal as well as 
reduce carbon emissions. 

What is Stubble Burning? 
 Stubble burning is a process of setting on fire the straw stubble, left after the harvesting of grains, 

like paddy, wheat, etc. 
 In India, stubble (parali) burning is practiced to remove paddy crop residues from fields to sow 

wheat, which occurs around the end of September and beginning of November.The practice is 
prevalent especially in Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh in October and November. 
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 Happy Seeder: Instead of burning the stubble, a tractor-mounted machine called the Happy Seeder 
can be used that “cuts and lifts rice straw, sows wheat into the bare soil, and deposits the straw  
over the sown area as mulch. 

 Chhattisgarh Innovative Model: It is an innovative experiment that has been undertaken by the 
Chhattisgarh government which involves the setting up of gauthans. 

o Gauthans are five-acre plots owned by each village where unused stubble or parali is 
collected through parali daan (people's donations) and turned into organic fertilizer by 
mixing cow dung with natural enzymes. 

 Additional Alternative Uses: Stubbles can be used in various ways; cattle feed, compost manure, 
roofing in rural areas, for packing materials, for preparation of papers and for preparation of 
bioethanol as well. 

Road Ahead :  
 Revitalising Stubble Management: Similar schemes like the MGNREGA should be replicated for 

harvesting and composting stubble burning, as well as regulating post-harvest management at the 
ground level.Incentives can also be offered to farmers who reuse and recycle their stubble. 

 New and Improved seed varieties: Recent studies has pointed out that the use of new and improved 
varieties of rice and wheat crop particularly short duration crop varieties like Pusa Basmati-1509 
and PR-126, could be seen as a measure to overcome the problem of stubble burning as they 
mature quickly and also improve the quality of the soil. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Discuss the ill effects of stubble burning in India. And suggest innovative 
measures how this menace can be tackled. (150 words) 
FAQs :  
a.What is Stubble Burning? 
ANS.  

 Stubble burning is a process of setting on fire the straw stubble, left after the harvesting of grains, 
like paddy, wheat, etc. 

 In India, stubble (parali) burning is practiced to remove paddy crop residues from fields to sow 
wheat, which occurs around the end of September and beginning of November.The practice is 
prevalent especially in Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh in October and November. 

 
b.What are the Impacts of Stubble Burning on Soil Properties? 
ANS.  

 Heat from burning residues elevates soil temperature causing death of beneficial soil organisms. 
 Frequent residue burning leads to complete loss of microbial population and reduces levels of 

Nitrogen and Carbon in the soil, which is important for crop root development. 
 

3.Global Superpower Ambition of India & the Opportunities. 
Theme : International Relations 
GS-2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Situation of India in Global Politics 
c. Shift in the India’s Approach 
d. New Avenues for India 
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Context : The new year is  going to provide India with the opportunity to fulfill its world power ambition. 
However, opportunities come with challenges. 
 

 
Situation of India in Global Politics : 

 India is not new to playing a proactive role in world politics: Right from Independence, India’s 
leadership had actively pursued an agenda that favored the interests of developing or less 
developed countries. 

 India took a firm stand against the domination of developed countries: Whether it was the GATT 
negotiations or the Non-Proliferation Treaty, India took a principled stand and stood up to the policy 
domination of the developed world. 

 India as a protector of the developing world: India’s role as the protector of the interests of the 
developing world during WTO negotiations has been significant. 

 For instance: Murasoli Maran, as the Minister of Commerce in the Vajpayee government, played a 
very critical role in preventing developed countries from pushing through their trade and 
commercial agendas. The UPA government continued that approach, inviting opprobrium and 
occasional isolation from the interested players. However, that didn’t deter India from opposing 
agendas that were seen as against the interests of not only its people but also the larger developing 
world. 

 India added a moral dimension to the developing world but was seen as obstructionist: India’s 
significant contribution in all these fora was that it added a moral dimension to the developed 
world’s monetary vision. However, India, in the process, acquired the image of being a nay-sayer 
and obstructionist. 

Shift in the India’s Approach :  
 Stated playing proactive role: While standing up for the developing world and zealously upholding 

its strategic autonomy, India started playing a proactive role in finding solutions. 
 Paris climate summit provided a major opportunity: The Paris Climate Summit in 2015 provided the 

first major opportunity for India to highlight its new priorities. It played a pivotal role in clinching 
the climate deal while ensuring that the interests of the developing world are not compromised. 

New Avenues for India :  
 Stronger ties with African nations: The India Africa Forum Summit (IAFS), started in 2008 as a 

triennial event by then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, met for the third time in 2015 in Delhi. 
PM Modi took a special interest in cultivating stronger ties with African nations which led to the 
highest-ever participation in the Summit. It is important to revive the process. 

 India’s crucial role in Russia-Ukraine war: At the Bali G20 Summit, India played a crucial role in 
ensuring that both Russia and its critics like the US had their say on the Russia-Ukraine war in a 
dignified way without being interrupted. On its part, India conveyed to the Russian leadership that 
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it 

was not a time for war. The new year will bring an opportunity before India to play a role in ending 
the war. 

 Opportunity to set a new agenda for global public good: As G20 chair, India has the opportunity to 
set a new agenda before the world’s most powerful bloc of nations. In the past, it always worked 
for the judicious sharing of global public goods. It is time now to undertake similar efforts for global 
digital and genetic goods. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : From wars to the economy to climate, India has become integral to the 
contemporary global discourse. What will India need to do to fulfill its global superpower ambitions in the 
new year? (200 words) 
FAQs :  
a.State the Shift in India’s Approach? 
ANS.  

 Stated playing proactive role: While standing up for the developing world and zealously upholding 
its strategic autonomy, India started playing a proactive role in finding solutions. 

 Paris climate summit provided a major opportunity: The Paris Climate Summit in 2015 provided the 
first major opportunity for India to highlight its new priorities. It played a pivotal role in clinching 
the climate deal while ensuring that the interests of the developing world are not compromised. 

 
b.What is the crucial Role of India in the Russia-Ukraine crisis? 
ANS. At the Bali G20 Summit, India played a crucial role in ensuring that both Russia and its critics like the 
US had their say on the Russia-Ukraine war in a dignified way without being interrupted. On its part, India 
conveyed to the Russian leadership that it was not a time for war. The new year will bring an opportunity 
before India to play a role in ending the war. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


