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1.Focus on Africa : The Heart of the Global South. 

Theme : International Relations 
GS - 2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Global South 
c. Importance of Africa 
d. Washington Summit 
e. US Presence in Africa 
f. China Presence in Africa 
g. India-Africa 
h. Road Ahead 
Context : India, through the G20 presidency, intends to be remembered as the voice of the Global South at 
the heart of which is Africa. 
 

 

 
Importance of Africa :  

 Africa is home to over half a dozen of the fastest growing countries of this decade such as Rwanda, 
Senegal, and Tanzania etc making it one of the growth poles of the world. 

DATE: 29 DEC 2022 

Global South :  
 The Global South is a term often used to identify regions within Latin America, Asia, Africa, and 

Oceania. 
 It is one of a family of terms, including “Third World” and “Periphery“, that denote regions outside 

Europe and North America. 
 Economies not fully developed: Global South is used to describe countries whose economies are 

not yet fully developed and which face challenges such as low per capita income, excessive 
unemployment, and a lack of valuable capital. 

 Located in tropics: Although the majority of Global South countries are indeed located in the 
tropics or Southern Hemisphere, the term itself is strictly economic. 

 Australia is “down under” but not part of the Global South. 
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 Real GDP in Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa in the past decade has grown by more than twice the 
rate in the 1980s and 90's. 

 The African continent has a population of over one billion with a combined GDP of 2.5 trillion dollars 
making it a huge potential market. 

 Africa is a resource rich nation dominated by commodities like crude oil, gas, pulses and lentils, 
leather, gold and other metals, all of which India lacks in sufficient quantities. 

 India is seeking diversification of its oil supplies away from the Middle East and Africa can play an 
important role in India’s energy matrix. 

Washington Summit :  
 The second S.-Africa summit was held in Washington. 
 The leaders of 49 countries and the chair of the African Union (AU) participated from Africa. 

Important discussion of the Summit: 
 Political, security, and economic cooperation with Africa. 
 Ways to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 and future pandemics 
 Respond to the climate crisis 
 Promote food security and deepen diasporic ties 

US declaration during the summit: 
 African voices, leadership and innovation are “all critical to addressing the most pressing global 

challenges” and realizing the vision of a free, open, prosperous and secure world. 
 The U.S. is “all in on Africa and all in with Africa. 

Decisions taken during the summit: 
 Support for G20: The U.S announced its support for the AU to join the G20 as a permanent member. 
 Fully supports” reforming the UN Security Council (UNSC) to include permanent representation for 

Africa. 
 A promise for the president and the vice president to visit Africa next year. 

US Presence in Africa :  
 Investments and initiatives: $21 billion to the IMF to provide access to necessary financing for low-

and middle-income countries 
 $10 million for a pilot programme to boost the security capacity of its African partners. 
 The administration indicated that it planned to invest $55 billion in Africa over the next three years. 

China Presence in Africa : 
 It has emerged as the largest trading partner and the fourth largest investor in the African continent, 

ahead of the U.S 
 China-Africa trade exchanges stood at $254 billion. 
 China’s total investment in Africa of $4 billion in 2020. 
 Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) Estb in October 2000. 

India-Africa :  
 As a full member of African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF), India has pledged $1 million towards 

ACBF’s sustainable development, poverty alleviation, and capacity building initiative. 
 India has invested $100 million in the Pan-African E-Network to bridge the digital divide in Africa, 

leveraging its strengths in information technology. 
 Indian military academies offer training to military officers from a number of African states. 
 India has also unveiled the Vision Document of the Asian Africa Growth Corridor which is jointly 

prepared by Indian and Japanese think tanks. 
 The corridor will focus on Developing Cooperation Projects, Quality Infrastructure and Institutional 

Connectivity, skill enhancement, and People-to-People Partnership. 
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 India postulates that its partnership with Africa is an amalgam of development priorities in keeping 
with the African Union’s long term plan and the Africa Agenda 2063, as well as India’s development 
objectives. 

Road Ahead :  
 To truly represent the South: It is essential to grasp the mood and changes in Africa, especially in its 

external partnerships. 
o This will determine the contribution India can make to advance the African agenda. 
o The outcome of the S.-Africa Leaders’ Summit needs a critical examination. 

 FOCAC: nations can take a cue from the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC): established 
in October 2000. 

o The FOCAC is composed of ministers and leaders of Africa and China who meet once in three 
years, alternately in Beijing and an African capital. 

 India’s equity in Africa is older and richer than that of China and the U.S., but that should not be a 
source of uncritical satisfaction. 

 Political and economic partnership: India has striven hard to strengthen its political and economic 
partnership with Africa at the continental, regional and bilateral levels.The government created a 
special momentum in arranging high-level exchanges and forging cooperation initiatives during the 
2015-19 period. 

 The G20 presidency: It is India’s opportunity to ensure that the AU becomes a permanent member 
of this grouping and to firmly reflect Africa’s Agenda 2063 for development. 

 The fourth India-Africa Forum Summit should be held in early 2024, lest the third summit held in 
2015 becomes a distant memory. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : How does the G-20 Presidency present the Opportunity to India to become a 
true Representative of the Global South? Substantiate. (150 words) 
FAQs :  
a.What is Global South? 
ANS.  

 The Global South is a term often used to identify regions within Latin America, Asia, Africa, and 
Oceania. 

 It is one of a family of terms, including “Third World” and “Periphery“, that denote regions outside 
Europe and North America. 

 
b.Who are the members of FOCAC? 
ANS. The FOCAC is composed of ministers and leaders of Africa and China who meet once in three years, 
alternately in Beijing and an African capital. 
 

2.China’s Wilted COVID Strategy. 
Theme : Bilateral, regional and global grouping involving India or affecting India’s interests etc  
GS - 2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. CoronaVirus 
c. Various Methods to tackle COVID-19 
d. Strategy of China 
e. Ongoing Wave and Ways to deal it 
f. Road Ahead 
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Context : Mainland China is going through a critical phase in the health emergency, more dire than in the 
early days of 2020, as the country of origin for SARS-CoV2. 
 

 

Various Methods to tackle COVID-19 :  
 Promoting herd immunity by allowing the virus to infect everyone: which advocated focused 

protection of the people at risk.Problem with this approach: It resulted in many deaths among the 
elderly and the others who were vulnerable. 

 Zero-COVID strategy: Not allowing a single case of COVID-19 by imposing strict lockdowns, closing 
borders, and imposing travel bans.Vaccination impact: countries that followed the strategy 
abandoned it mid-course as it was untenable. 

Strategy of China :  
 China followed the unrealistic and prolonged Zero-COVID strategy. 
 Zero-COVID strategy: It rendered the Chinese population relatively more vulnerable to the virus 

without better vaccines and strengthened health systems. 
Ongoing Wave and Ways to deal it :  

 Expand booster coverage 
 Strengthening surveillance 
 Reorienting the health systems for cohesive pandemic preparedness. 
 Vaccinate 2-3 million young adults each month to the cohort of adults who are vaccinated. 
 Second dose: Those who missed the second dose should be prioritized and vaccinated through 

outreach activities. 
 Data made available by China in terms of epidemiological data, clinical features, mortality, and 

genomic sequencing. 
Road Ahead :  

 It is important to track the genetic variations in China and study the infectiousness and virulence of 
people in the rest of the world. 

 Proactive measures taken by the Government are justified, including a higher level of commitment 
and review of the programme. 

 Continuing enhanced efforts in genomic sequencing can provide timely information on newer 
variants. 

 Instead of limiting assessments and corrections for each wave: strengthen the bottoms-up 
surveillance systems in an integrated manner to detect thresholds for different pathogens affecting 
human and animal health. 

 Instead of devastations associated with outbreaks: choices for resilient structures and human 
resources can fortify in offering better outcomes. 

CoronaVirus :  
 Coronaviruses (CoV) are a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the common cold 

to more severe diseases such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV). 

 Coronaviruses are zoonotic, meaning they are transmitted between animals and people. 
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 This is the time to build shared databases and surveillance across different sectors and identify new 
solutions that address the root causes and links between risks and impacts. 

 
MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : COVID-19 pandemic has caused unprecedented devastation worldwide. 
However, technological advancements are being availed readily to win over the crisis.How the technology 
can come to rescue mankind in Covid-19 in Present Times. (200 words) 
FAQs :  
a.What is China’s Strategy? 
ANS. 

 China followed the unrealistic and prolonged Zero-COVID strategy. 
 Zero-COVID strategy: It rendered the Chinese population relatively more vulnerable to the virus 

without better vaccines and strengthened health systems. 
 
b.What is CoronaVirus? 
ANS.  

 Coronaviruses (CoV) are a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the common cold 
to more severe diseases such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV). 

 Coronaviruses are zoonotic, meaning they are transmitted between animals and people. 
 

3. Migration and Related Developmental Approach. 
Theme : Employment ; Human Resources 
GS - 2 
GS - 3 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Positive Impacts of Migration in India 
c. Issues of Domestic Migration In India 
d. Recognition of Migrants by the SDGs 
e. Road Ahead 
Context : Population pressure on cities has increased with the development of the manufacturing and 
service sectors. According to the World Cities Report 2022, India's urban population will stand at 675 million 
by 2035. 
 

 



 
     
     

 

    

            THE JIGYASA DAILY 

                               …Current Affairs… 
 

Delhi- 9650294824,27 Bada Bazar Marg, Old 

Rajendra Nagar /jigyasaias@gmail.com 

Mohali- 9779944824, Plot No 469, Phase VIII-B, Industrial 

Area, S.A.S Nagar / jigyasaiaschd@gmail.com 

 

  

Positive Impacts of Migration in India :  
 Diversifying Labour Markets: Migration fills the gap between demand and supply for labor, and 

efficiently allocates skilled, unskilled, and cheap labor. 
 Development of Skills: Exposure and interaction with the outside world enhance migrants' 

knowledge and skills. 
 Quality of Life: Migration enhances employment opportunities and economic prosperity, which in 

turn improves quality of life. The migrants also send money home, which has a positive effect on 
their families back to their hometown. 

 Social Evolution: Migration helps to improve the social life of migrants, as they learn about new 
cultures, customs, and languages which helps to improve brotherhood among people and ensures 
greater equality and tolerance. 

 Food and Nutrition Security: According to the 2018 State of Food and Agriculture report by Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), outmigration often leads to improved food and nutrition 
security for migrants. 

Issues of Domestic Migration In India :  
 Feminisation of Agriculture: Due to their education opportunities and preference for physical labor, 

men are typically viewed as breadwinners. Due to this, males in the Indian rural belt tend to migrate 
to urban areas in search of better jobs, whereas women are primarily responsible for household 
chores and agriculture.The separation of male spouses, the lack of companionship, and the 
increased household responsibilities may lead to mental health problems among left-behind female 
spouses. 

 Absence of WASH Facilities: In a 2020 report by the International Labour Organization (ILO) on 
internal migrants, the lack of adequate water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) facilities has been a 
major challenge for migrant workers where lack of social security compounds the lack of decent 
housing. 

 Inaccuracy of Identifying Migrants: Migrants are placed within two larger categories that have 
troubled policymakers for a long time: unorganized workers and urban poor. Despite the use of the 
e-Shram portal, it has been difficult to accurately distinguish and target migrants. 

 Pressure on Resources of Host Cities: Influx of workers and population explosion increase 
competition for jobs, houses, schools, etc, and overpopulation overloads resources, amenities, and 
services in host cities.Resulting from mass migration is the development of slums, which 
compromises quality of infrastructure and life at destinations, which further causes unhygienic 
conditions, crime, and pollution. 

 Prone to Abuse: Non-literate and underqualified migrants lack basic knowledge and remain out of 
the pursuit of formal jobs that makes them prone to abuse, exploitation, trafficking, psychological 
abuse, and gender-based violence against female migrants. 

Recognition of Migrants by the SDGs :  
 As part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (with its core principle of "leave no one 

behind," including migrants), migration is recognized for the first time as a contributor to sustainable 
development. 

 11 out of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) contain targets and indicators that are 
relevant to migration or mobility. 

Road Ahead :  
 Migration-Centric Policies: In order to achieve inclusive growth and development and reduce 

distress-induced migration, India needs to develop migration-centric policies, strategies, and 
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institutional mechanisms, helping India on the path of achieving Sustainable Development Goals 
and reducing poverty. 

 Organizing the Informal Economy: Migrant data must be collected for the purpose of city 
development like the SMART Cities Mission can result in a large number of green jobs for 
migrants.The Labour Ministry's proposed Unorganised Worker Index Number Card would also help 
formalize the workforce. 

 Urban Employment Guarantee: To provide basic living standards to urban poor as well as migrants, 
urban areas need a scheme similar to MGNREGA.The Indira Gandhi Urban Employment Guarantee 
Scheme has been rolled out in Rajasthan is a good step in this direction. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Discuss major issues associated with domestic migration in India. Also suggest 
innovative measures to improve the living conditions of migrants.(200 words) 
FAQs :  
a.Which SDGs talk about Migration? 
ANS.  

 As part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (with its core principle of "leave no one 
behind," including migrants), migration is recognized for the first time as a contributor to 
sustainable development. 

 11 out of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) contain targets and indicators that are 
relevant to migration or mobility. 

 
b.What is the Estimate of World Cities Report 2022 about India’s Urban Population? 
ANS.  According to the World Cities Report 2022, India's urban population will stand at 675 million by 2035. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


