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1.Constitutional Silences,Unconstitutional Inaction. 

Theme : State Legislature -Structure, organization, functioning. 
GS - 2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Article-200 
c. What is the Issue with the Article-200 and How is it Misused ? 
d. Purushothaman Nambudiri vs State of Kerala (1962) 
e. Article-201 
f. Suggestions 
g. Road Ahead 
 
Context : When the Constitution was adopted by the Constituent Assembly, deliberate gaps were left for a 
future Parliament to modify and amend the Constitution in accordance with the aspirations and the will of 
the people. 
 

 
Article-200 :  

 It deals with the powers of the Governor with regard to assent given to bills passed by the State 
legislature and other powers of the Governor such as reserving the bill for the President’s 
consideration. 

 Bill passed by the Legislature of a State, is presented to the Governor, he has four options: 
o He assents to the Bill 
o He withholds assent 
o He reserves the Bill for the consideration of the President 
o He returns the Bill to the Legislature for reconsideration. 

 The Governor of India enjoys: 
o Absolute veto 
o Suspensive veto (except on money bills). 
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What is the Issue with the Article-200 and How is it Misused ? 
 Article-200 does not prescribe a timeline for the Governor to provide assent to Bills sent by the 

Legislative Assembly. 
Instances Governors misused Article 200: 

 Tamil Nadu Prohibition of Online Gambling and Regulation of Online Games Bill, 2022 (passed by 
the Tamil Nadu Assembly) 

 Kerala Lok Ayukta (Amendment) Bill, 2022 
 In Tamil Nadu, almost 20 Bills are awaiting assent by the Governor. 

Article-201 :  
 It pertains to ‘Bills Reserved for Consideration of the President. 
 There is no timeline prescribed for the President to decide on the outcome of the Bill. 
 There is a timeline of six months applicable to the State Assembly to reconsider the Bill if the President 

decides to refer it back to the House. 
 Instance of President withholding his assent : National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET)-exemption 

Bill passed by the Tamil Nadu Assembly. 
Suggestions :  

 Justice B.P. Jeevan Reddy-led Committee: It states that if the Governor withholds assent to a Bill 
indefinitely, “such a course will not be conducive with the decorous regard a Governor is expected 
to follow the rules of the Constitutional game 

 The ‘National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution: There should be a time-limit 
within which the Governor should take a decision whether to grant assent or to reserve a Bill for 
consideration of the President. 

 State government’s opinion before the Sarkaria Commission: “Governor will act as a safety-valve 
against hasty legislations and by their operation enable the State Government and Legislature to 
have a second look at it. 

 The Sarkaria Commission: 
o Delay from the side of the Governor in granting assent can be avoided by streamlining the 

existing procedures. 
o Making prior consultation with the Governor at the stage of the drafting of the Bill itself, 

and by prescribing time-limits for its disposal. 
Road Ahead :  

 An Independent Governor is necessary to act as a check and balance, to avoid the state-enacted 
law being repugnant to the Union laws. 

 Governor will have to grant assent or decline the same within a ‘reasonable time:‘Reasonable time 
is necessary, under the circumstances, to do conveniently what the contract or duty requires should 
be done in a particular case. 

 Keisham Meghachandra Singh vs The Hon’ble Speaker, Manipur Legislative Assembly (2020): The 
Supreme Court held that the Speaker must act on disqualification petitions against the defecting 
MLAs within a ‘reasonable time’. 

Purushothaman Nambudiri vs State of Kerala (1962) :  
 The SC said that the Constitution does not impose any time limit within which the Governor 

should provide assent to Bills. 
 Governors must honor the will of the Legislature 
 The President or a Governor can act only in harmony with their Council of Ministers. 
 Causing delay to assent Bills will be an arbitrary exercise, which is constitutionally 

unacceptable. 
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MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Discuss the Loopholes around the Article-200 of Indian Constitution.Illustrate 
with the recent Events. (150 words) 
FAQs :  
a.What is Article-200? 
ANS. It deals with the powers of the Governor with regard to assent given to bills passed by the State 
legislature and other powers of the Governor such as reserving the bill for the President’s consideration. 
 
b.What is Article-201? 
ANS. It pertains to ‘Bills Reserved for Consideration of the President’. 
 

2. Conserving the Heritage &  Forest Rights. 
Theme : Conservation of Environment, Environmental impact assessment, FRA. 
GS - 3 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. About Forest Rights Act (FRA) 
c. Challenges with FRA 
d. Issues faced by people falling under eco-sensitive zone 
e. How UNESCO declares areas as critical biodiversity? 
f. About the World Heritage Convention 
g. Road Ahead 
Context : Of the 39 areas declared by UNESCO in 2012 as being critical for biodiversity in the Western Ghats, 
10 are in Karnataka. 
 

 
About Forest Rights Act (FRA) :  

 The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act 2006. 
 It was adopted by Parliament in 2006 to ‘undo the past injustices’ endured by indigenous people.  
 The Act also aims to shift away from the excess state control of the forests which were kept away 

from the purview of public discourse and discussion.  
 This democratizes and gives a respectful recognition to the tribal identity. 
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Challenges with FRA :  
 Issues with land measuring: 

o The majority of the forest dwellers claimed land measuring not more than one acre.  
o It is clear that the claims were nowhere close to the ceiling of four hectares permitted under 

the Forest Rights Act (FRA). 
o The rejection rate of the other traditional forest dwellers was two times more than the STs.  

 Failure to provide evidence: 
o One of the major reasons for this Act to be described as contentious is the high rate of 

rejection of the claims. 
o In few cases of traditional forest dwellers, it was mainly failure to produce evidence of 

dependency and dwelling on forest land for 75 years. 
 Severe restrictions: 

o The people in the villages falling under eco-sensitive zones said they have started 
experiencing severe restrictions on their entry into the forest.  

o Development activities like road repair have been stopped. Farming is not allowed in a 
normal way, a slight sound is demurred, the use of fertilizers is banned, and even a small 
knife is not allowed to be carried into the forest.  

o The people are prohibited from cutting trees falling on their houses to undertake repair 
work or move the earth. 

 Animal insurgency:  
o The increasing animal insurgency is causing damage to the crops of the farming forest 

dwellers.  
o Those who don’t have recognition over their lands are not given compensation for the loss. 

 Issues with the livestock & grazing lands: 
o Owning livestock in the villages close to forests is more challenging than in regular revenue 

villages.  
o In the areas where irrigation projects have come up, the affected people reported that 

grazing lands have been taken over by 
 Deprived of basic facilities: 

o Most forest dwellers said they were still deprived of basic facilities and other government 
benefits extended under various schemes and programmes as they don’t possess the 
‘Records of Rights, Tenancy and Crops’ that is required along with the title of the land.  

o The government must address this issue in consonance with the rules of the Act. 
 Issue of relocation in Karnataka: 

o Half the world heritage sites in Karnataka fall under protected areas: 
 National Park: 1 
 Wildlife Sanctuaries: 4 and  
 The remaining are reserved forests.  

o The issue becomes complicated when the people refuse to ‘relocate’ on grounds of their 
attachment to the land fearing extinction of their culture and religious roots.  

o Hence, the government must bring more clarity to the Act to avoid conflicts between the 
government agencies conserving biodiversity and the people living in the forest for over 
decades and centuries. 
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Issues faced by people falling under eco-sensitive zone :  
 The people in the villages falling under eco-sensitive zones: they started experiencing severe 

restrictions on their entry into the forest. 
 Development activities like road repair have been stopped. 
 Farming is not allowed in a normal way, the use of fertilizers is banned, and small knives are not 

allowed to be carried into the forest. 
 The people are prohibited from cutting trees falling on their houses to undertake repair work or 

move the earth. 
 The increasing animal insurgency is causing damage to the crops of the farming forest dwellers. 
 Those who don’t have recognition over their lands are not given compensation for the loss. 
 Monkeys and snakes released from urban settings into the forests enter their houses. 
 People reported that grazing lands have been taken over by the government to compensate for the 

forest land lost to projects. 

 

Road Ahead :  

 The government must bring more clarity to the Act to avoid conflicts between the government 
agencies conserving biodiversity and the people living in the forest for over decades and centuries. 

 The conservation of biodiversity requires special attention: forest dwellers willing to live in the 
forest must be allowed to stay. 

 Those wanting to experience the fruits of development must be relocated according to their choice 
of a new place and a suitable package. 

How UNESCO declares areas as critical biodiversity? 

 UNESCO seeks the opinion of the inhabitants on the implication of the possible declaration on 
their lives and livelihoods. 

 The primary stakeholders were Scheduled Tribes (STs). 
 Other traditional forest dwellers include 

o Scheduled Castes (SCs) 
o Other Backward Classes, 
o minorities 
o general category. 

 In Karnataka; Majority said that they were not aware of the process that led to the declaration of 
UNESCO heritage sites. 

About the World Heritage Convention :  
 The convention: 

o The World Heritage Convention, formally the Convention Concerning the Protection of the 
World Cultural and Natural Heritage, is an international treaty signed on 23 November 
1972, which created the World Heritage Sites,  

o Goal:It has the primary goals of nature conservation and the preservation of cultural 
properties. 

 Outcomes: 
o Presenting the declaration of the world heritage site in a positive light, many locals have 

noted that illegal tree-felling and poaching have come down following the stringent 
implementation of rules in the ‘protected areas’. 
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MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : What is the purpose of enactment of the Forest Rights Act? Examine the 
issues & challenges regarding the implementation of the Act. (200 words ) 
FAQs :  
a.What is The World Heritage Convention? 
ANS.  

 The World Heritage Convention, formally the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage, is an international treaty signed on 23 November 1972, which 
created the World Heritage Sites,  

 Goal:It has the primary goals of nature conservation and the preservation of cultural properties. 
 
b.What is FRA ? 
ANS.  

 The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act 2006. 
 It was adopted by Parliament in 2006 to ‘undo the past injustices’ endured by indigenous people.  

 

3. Energy Dynamics of India amid the Global Crisis. 
Theme : Renewable Energy, Energy Security ,Growth & Development 
GS - 3 
TABLE OF CONTENT 

a) Context 
b) What is Energy Security and Status of India’s Oil Imports 
c) Major Concerns Related to India’s Energy Security 
d) Policies & Schemes for Energy Sector 
e) Road Ahead 

Context : To mitigate the continued risks to energy security, accelerating a shift to renewable sources and 
hastening the end of the dominance of fossil fuels should be a keystone of India’s Energy Security. 
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What is Energy Security and Status of India’s Oil Imports :  
 Energy security means access to energy resources and fuel in the required quantity and quality at 

reasonable prices. Energy security aims for adequate amount of energy resources in terms of- 
o Accessibility 
o Affordability 
o Availability 

 India imports 80% of its oil needs and is the third largest oil consumer in the entire world. Also, 
India’s energy consumption is expected to grow 4.5% every year for the next 25 years. 

 Recently due to high International Crude Oil Prices, Current Account Deficit (CAD) inflated because 
of higher cost of oil import, raising concerns about long term economic stability in India. 

Major Concerns Related to India’s Energy Security :  
 Climate Change Induced Demand Surge: Stockpiles at the coal-based thermal power plants fell short 

despite this increase in domestic coal production, as the utilities were not prepared for the 
unprecedented heat wave caused by climate change in the country and the sharp surge in demand, 
which touched 201 gigawatts in April 2022. 

 Common Coal Pool and Price Hike: The growing demand for coal was further exacerbated by the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict that resulted in diverting Europe’s attention to procure coal from Indonesia, 
Australia and South Africa which so far had been major coal suppliers for China and India. 

 Risk to Health: The burning of traditional energy fuels, including wood, dung, and crop residue, 
causes indoor air pollution, which is detrimental to human health.There are approximately 1 out of 
every 4 premature deaths caused by household air pollution (HAP) in India each year. 

 Concern Over Affordability and Retail Inflation: Despite high subsidies to oil, India ranks low in 
affordability of petrol and diesel 

o Petrol prices directly affect retail inflation. Diesel prices account for 60-70% of India's freight 
costs. High freight costs due to rise in diesel prices increase prices for products across the 
board. 

 Import Dependence and Geopolitical Disruptions: In the first half of 2022-23, India's crude oil 
import bill increased by 76% to USD 90.3 billion and total import quantity increased by 15%. 

Policies & Schemes for Energy Sector : 

 Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana (SAUBHAGYA) 
 Green Energy Corridor (GEC) 
 National Solar Mission (NSM) 
 National Biofuels Policy and SATAT 
 Small Hydro Power (SHP) 
 Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) 
 International Solar Alliance (ISA) 

Road Ahead :  
 Diversifying India’s Energy Mix: India needs to gradually, but significantly, diversify its sources of 

energy generation, including more renewable sources of energy (solar, biogas, etc.) that are 
cleaner, greener, and more sustainable. 

o The use of renewable energy can contribute to the development of low-carbon 
development strategies and generate employment opportunities for the country's working 
population. 

 Energy Planning to Curb Energy Inequality: Increasing power demand and recurrent coal crises 
require advance planning that enables the entire power generation and supply chain to withstand 
these shocks. 
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o In order to facilitate this, policy makers and other stakeholders should collect data that 
reveals intra-family and collective differences in energy, income, and gender disparity in 
order to bridge the energy gap between different social groups and protect them from any 
geopolitical shocks. 

 Making Sustainable Development Goals a Reality: To achieve sustainable development goals like 
zero hunger, zero malnutrition, zero poverty, and universal well-being, energy security will be 
crucial. 

o Tackling these issues under a common umbrella with stringent monitoring mechanisms at 
the local level to oversee implementation of policies can help India realize the goal of Energy 
Security. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Diversifying sources of energy generation is a keystone for India’s Energy 
Security. Discuss. (200 words) 
FAQs :  
 
a.What is Energy Security ? 
ANS. Energy security means access to energy resources and fuel in the required quantity and quality at 
reasonable prices. Energy security aims for adequate amount of energy resources in terms of : 

o Accessibility 
o Affordability 
o Availability 

 
b.What is the Impact of Oil Prices on the CAD ? 
ANS. Recently due to high International Crude Oil Prices, Current Account Deficit (CAD) inflated because of 
higher cost of oil import, raising concerns about long term economic stability in India. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
     
     

 

    

            THE JIGYASA DAILY 

                               …Current Affairs… 
 

Delhi- 9650294824,27 Bada Bazar Marg, Old 

Rajendra Nagar /jigyasaias@gmail.com 

Mohali- 9779944824, Plot No 469, Phase VIII-B, Industrial 

Area, S.A.S Nagar / jigyasaiaschd@gmail.com 

 

  


