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1.India’s Role in the Multilateral Global Order. 

Theme : Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements involving India or affecting India’s interests. 
GS - 2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. What is Multilateralism 
c. India’s Role in the World Order 
d. Areas of India’s Accomplishment 
e. What makes a Country World Leader in the Global Forum 
f. What shall be the Foreign Policy Stance of India? 
g. Challenges 
h. Road Ahead 
Context : The External Affairs Minister said that India can play a “stabilizing” and “bridging” role, at a time 
when the world no longer offers an “optimistic picture”. 
 

 
What is Multilateralism :  

 It refers to a set of governing arrangements of fundamental rules, principles, and institutions among 
nations. 

 The United Nations (UN) is an example of a multilateral international institution which aims at making 
a sustainable and inclusive multilateral global order. 

 
India’s Role in the World Order :  

 India belongs both to the non-aligned movement, which reflects its experience of colonialism, and 
the community of democracies, which reflects its 75 years of experience as a democracy  

 India is a leading light of the global “trade union” of developing countries, the G-77 (Group of 77), 
which has some 120 countries, and also of the global macro-economic “management”, the G-20 
(Group of 20 developed and developing countries whose presidency India has just assumed).  

 India plays an influential role both in the United Nations, a universal organization that has 193 
member states, and in the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).  

 India has the great ability to be in all these great institutional networks, pursuing different objectives 
with different partners, and in each finding a valid purpose that suits us. India has moved beyond 
non-alignment to what is called multi-alignment. 

 India’s External Affairs Minister meets annually with his Russian and Chinese counterparts in the 
trilateral RIC; he adds Brazil and South Africa in BRICS; subtracts both Russia and China in IBSA, for 
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South-South cooperation; and retains China but excludes Russia in BASIC, for environmental 
negotiations.  

 
Areas of India’s Accomplishment :  

 Population: India is on course to top the charts, overtaking China as the world’s most populous 
country next year 

 Military strength: India has the world’s fourth-strongest army 
 Nuclear capacity: India’s status having been made clear in 1998(formally recognised in the India-

U.S. nuclear deal) 
 Economic development: India is already the world’s third largest economy in PPP (purchasing-

power parity) 
 

Challenges :  
 India is yet able to feed, educate and employ all people. 
 Too many of our people continue to live destitute, amidst despair and disrepair. 
 The old binaries of the Cold War era are no longer relevant.  

o At the same time, the distinction between domestic and international is less and less 
meaningful in today’s world. 

o Institutions of global governance have failed to unite the world.  
 The World Trade Organization (WTO) was already in the intensive care unit before the novel 

coronavirus pandemic, with rich and poor countries unable to agree on equitable rules, when 
COVID-19 froze global supply chains.  

 The war in Ukraine in February 2022 has put the final nail in the coffin of the boundaryless global 
economy that seemed to be emerging with the fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991. 

Road Ahead :  
 India can contribute towards de-risking the global economy and in political terms, in some way, help 

depolarise the world. 
 Far from evolving into a “world leader”, India should become an active participant in a world that is 

no longer defined by parameters such as “superpowers” or “great powers” exercising “world 
leadership” 

 We cannot simply be non-aligned between two superpowers when one of them sits on our borders 
and nibbles at our territory.  

What makes a Country World Leader in the Global Forum? 
 Joseph Nye: Power of attraction means much more than the force of arms or economic muscle in 

wielding influence in the world. 
 Conventional analyses of any country’s stature in the world: It relies on the all-too-familiar 

economic and hard-power assumptions. 
 It is a transformation of the terms of global exchange and the way countries adapt to the new 

international, interlinked landscape that will shape their future role and direction. 
What shall be the Foreign Policy Stance of India? 

 The ultimate purpose of any country’s foreign policy: It is to promote the security and well-being 
of its own citizens. 

 India needs to define a new role that depends on our understanding of the way the world is. 
 India has to work through multiple networks: which will sometimes overlap with each other with 

common memberships, and sometimes be distinct. 
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o But nor can we afford to sacrifice our strategic autonomy in a quest for self-protection. 
o  We need to define a new role for ourselves that depends on our understanding of the way 

the world is. 
 India should present itself as a natural stabilizing power in South Asia and the Indian Ocean Region. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : The long sustained image of India as a leader of the oppressed and 
marginalized nations has disappeared on account of its new found role in the emerging global order.’ 
Elaborate(UPSC 2019) (200 words) 
FAQs :  
a.What is Multilateralism ? 
ANS. 

 It refers to a set of governing arrangements of fundamental rules, principles, and institutions among 
nations. 

 The United Nations (UN) is an example of a multilateral international institution which aims at 
making a sustainable and inclusive multilateral global order. 

 
b.What are areas for India’s Accomplishment ? 
ANS.  

 Population: India is on course to top the charts, overtaking China as the world’s most populous 
country next year. 

 Military strength: India has the world’s fourth-strongest army. 
 Nuclear capacity: India’s status having been made clear in 1998(formally recognised in the India-

U.S. nuclear deal) 
 Economic development: India is already the world’s third largest economy in PPP (purchasing-

power parity) 
 

2. Census : The Socio-Economic Mirror. 
Theme : Government policies and interventions for development of various sectors and issues arising out of 
them etc 
GS - 1 
GS - 2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Census 
c. Method used by Dylan Sullivan and Jason Hickel 
d. Issues with their Studies 
e. Importance of Census 
f. Road Ahead 
 
Context : Study of India’s experience under colonial rule by Dylan Sullivan and Jason Hickel concludes that 
data from the Census of India reveal that between 1880 and 1920 approximately 100 million Indians died 
due to British policy in India. 
Census :  

 The census provides information on size, distribution and socio-economic, demographic and other 
characteristics of the country’s population. 

 The Census was first started under British Viceroy Lord Mayo in 1872. 
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 It helped in framing new policies, government programs to uplift areas of improvement in the 
community. 

 The first synchronous census in India was held in 1881. 
 Every ten years: Since then, censuses have been undertaken uninterruptedly once every ten years. 
 The responsibility of conducting the decennial Census rests with the Office of the Registrar General 

and Census Commissioner, India under the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 
 

 
 
Method used by Dylan Sullivan and Jason Hickel :  

 To calculate the excess mortality: The difference between the actual deaths and the deaths that 
may be expected on the basis of some benchmark. 

 They used Census data for actual deaths 
 They used two alternative benchmarks: the mortality rate for India in 1880 and that for England in 

the 16th and 17th centuries. 
Issues with their Studies : 

 The age-wise population distribution in the census has been used to estimate the mortality rate 
o Sullivan and Hickel use this to draw conclusions about the evolution of economic conditions 

in colonial India. 
 The mortality rate itself is the result of estimation and not enumeration. 

o Registration of births and deaths became established practice in India only much later on. 
 The mortality rate in British India is seen to rise steadily after 1881: recording an increase of close 

to 20% by 1921. 
o It is unusual for the mortality rate of a country to rise continuously due to natural causes. 

 Sullivan-Hickel study vindicates Dadabhai Naoroji’s claim of the economic drain of India under 
British rule. 

Importance of Census :  
 Counting: It carries the promise of counting each and every Indian. 
 Connecting state to individual: A census is when the state connects to every individual and it will 

find it hard to hide or duck from the data. 



 
     
     

 

    

            THE JIGYASA DAILY 

                               …Current Affairs… 
 

Delhi- 9650294824,27 Bada Bazar Marg, Old 

Rajendra Nagar /jigyasaias@gmail.com 

Mohali- 9779944824, Plot No 469, Phase VIII-B, Industrial 

Area, S.A.S Nagar / jigyasaiaschd@gmail.com 

 

 Findings: Finding out age, gender, economic status, religion and languages spoken yields 
information of another order 

 Planning and resolving problems: It is a treasure trove of findings and providing pathways for 
planning and resolving problems, and fixing deficiencies. 

 Before Big Data: Well before the term Big Data became commonplace — have provided great 
amounts of reliable numbers over time. 

 Important metrics: such as the sharp decline in the gender ratio(between the Censuses of 1961 and 
1971) alerted Indians to how pre and postnatal factors were reflecting the ‘son bias’ and leading 
people to murder girls, born and unborn. 

 Preventing bigotry and prejudice: Considering the data-free assertion that India is heading for a 
population explosion due to Muslim reproductive rates.  

Road Ahead : 

 Census can be a double-edged sword in the hands of nationalists: The population numbers recorded 
after 1947 indicate that life of Indians improved since the end of colonial rule in dimensions other 
than merely income. 

 The Census of India shows that we have not attained that level in our recorded history, except in 
pockets within the country. 

 Life expectancy: After declining for four decades from 1951 it started inching up in 1991. 
o But in 2011, it was still lower than what it was in 1951. 
o So, even though life expectancy increased soon after Independence, in the early years, it 

increased faster for men than it did for women. 
MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION :  Discuss the main objectives of Population Education and point out the 
measures to achieve them in India in detail.(UPSC 2021) (200 words ) 
FAQs :  
a.What is the Census ? 
ANS.  

 The census provides information on size, distribution and socio-economic, demographic and other 
characteristics of the country’s population. 

 The Census was first started under British Viceroy Lord Mayo in 1872. 
 It helped in framing new policies, government programs to uplift areas of improvement in the 

community. 
 The first synchronous census in India was held in 1881. 

 
b.What were the methods used by Dylan Sullivan and Jason Hickel ? 
ANS. 

  To calculate the excess mortality: The difference between the actual deaths and the deaths that 
may be expected on the basis of some benchmark. 

 They used Census data for actual deaths 
 They used two alternative benchmarks: the mortality rate for India in 1880 and that for England in 

the 16th and 17th centuries. 
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3. Significance of Doctrine of Separation of Power. 
Theme : Polity & Constitution. 
GS - 2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Doctrine of Separation of Power 
c. Aim of the Doctrine 
d. Various Constitutional Provisions 
e. Checks and Balances between three Organs 
f. Road Ahead 
 
Context : The President and the Vice-President of India have weighed in on the surpassing significance of 
the separation of powers in the Indian Constitution.  
 

 
Doctrine of Separation of Power :  

 A  constitution, being the fundamental or basic law of the land, not just lists the functions of the 
government but also distributes these three core functions amongst the three organs of a 
government — the legislature (to enact laws), the executive (to enforce the laws and to manage 
day-to-day administration), and the judiciary (to adjudicate on disputes).  

 This distribution is based on the doctrine of separation of powers proposed by the 18th Century 
French philosopher Montesquieu.  

 The emphasis is on the mutual exclusiveness of the three organs of the government.  
Aim of the Doctrine :  

 The doctrine aims to prevent a concentration of power or misuse or abuse of power by an individual 
or a group and guards citizens against arbitrary and tyrannical powers of the State. 

 There is an equal emphasis on ensuring an effective balance of powers between the organs of the 
government.  

 
Various Constitutional Provisions :  

o Article 50 directs the State to take steps to separate the judiciary from the executive. 
o Articles 74 and 163 restrict the courts from inquiring into the advice tendered by the Council 

of Ministers to the President and the Governor. 
o Articles 122 and 212 restrict the courts from questioning the validity of proceedings in the 

Parliament and the Legislatures. 
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o Articles 121 and 211 restrict the Parliament and the State Legislature from discussing the 
Judicial conduct of a judge of the Supreme Court and the High Courts unless the resolution 
of removal of the judge is under consideration. 

o Article 361 provides immunity to the President or the Governor from being answerable to 
any court for the exercise and performance of the powers and duties of his office. 

Road Ahead :  
 The doctrine of separation of powers must be respected and It is an institutional seamless 

connection marked with mutual trust and respect that generates an ecosystem best suited for 
serving the nation. 

 Democracy blossoms when its three facets scrupulously adhere to their respective domains.  
 The Supreme Court, being a custodian of the Fundamental Rights of the citizens, needs to be given 

complete independence. However, as suggested, there is a need to refine the collegium system, 
making it more transparent and accountable. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : The Executive and the Legislature need to work in conjunction with the 
Judiciary to ensure complete justice as envisaged under the Constitution.Analyse. (200 words) 
FAQs :  
a.What is the Doctrine of Separation of Power ? 
ANS. 

 A  constitution, being the fundamental or basic law of the land, not just lists the functions of the 
government but also distributes these three core functions amongst the three organs of a 
government — the legislature (to enact laws), the executive (to enforce the laws and to manage 
day-to-day administration), and the judiciary (to adjudicate on disputes).  

 This distribution is based on the doctrine of separation of powers proposed by the 18th Century 
French philosopher Montesquieu.  

 The emphasis is on the mutual exclusiveness of the three organs of the government.  
 
b.What is the Aim of the Doctrine ? 
ANS.  

 The doctrine aims to prevent a concentration of power or misuse or abuse of power by an individual 
or a group and guards citizens against arbitrary and tyrannical powers of the State. 

 There is an equal emphasis on ensuring an effective balance of powers between the organs of the 
government.  

 
 
 

Checks and Balances between three Organs :  
 The power of the Judiciary to exercise judicial review over legislative and executive actions. 
 The Judiciary is bound by the procedure established by law in adjudication on a question of law. 
 Appointment of Judges by the Executive head and removal of judges on the basis of a resolution 

passed by the Parliament. 
 Parliamentary form of Government where the executive is responsible to the legislature. 
 Thus the  Constitution of India prevents the possibility of arbitrariness and tyranny by providing 

for functional separation of powers between the three organs of Government along with effective 
checks and balances between the three organs wherein one organ exercises control over the 
other. 
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