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1.The Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Great Power Rivalry. 
 
Theme : Bilateral, Regional and Global Groupings and agreements involving India 
GS - 2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Small Island Developing States (SIDS) 
c. Importance of SIDS in Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 
d. Issues faced by SIDS 
e. China’s Maritime Strategy in SIDS and the Powerplay 
f. Various Forums to Discuss the Stability 
g. Road Ahead 
 
Context : The IOR has become central to the geostrategic aspirations of large powers with vested 
interests in the region. Small Island Developing States (SIDS) located in the Western Indian Ocean such as 
Maldives, Madagascar, Comoros, Mauritius, and Seychelles, are being dragged into the great power 
rivalry as a result. 
 

 

 
Importance of SIDS in Indian Ocean Region (IOR) :  

DATE: 19 DEC 2022 

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) :  
 Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are a distinct group of 38 UN Member States and 20 Non-

UN Members/Associate Members of United Nations regional commissions that face unique 
social, economic and environmental vulnerabilities. 

 The three geographical regions in which SIDS are located are: the Caribbean, the Pacific, and the 
Atlantic, Indian Ocean and South China Sea (AIS) 

 SIDS were recognized as a special case both for their environment and development at the 1992 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
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 SIDS are strategically important: The geographical location of SIDS islands is of strategic importance, 
ever since the Indo-Pacific architecture materialized. 

 Provides easy access and a base for replenishment: The islands provide easy access to the choke 
points, are located close to important SLOCs, and can serve as a base for the replenishment of 
resources for maritime powers conducting surveillance in the region. 

 Engagements boosts maritime expanse: The bigger powers have been engaging with the islands on 
a larger scale to boost their presence in this maritime expanse. 

Issues faced by SIDS :  
 Multiple challenges: The SIDS, by nature, face multiple challenges due to their remote locations, 

size, fragile ecosystems, small population, and limited resources and capabilities. Most of the SIDS 
are classified as middle-income states, but SIDS like Comoros are among the Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs). 

 Economies are not diversified: The economies of these states are not diversified and are highly 
dependent on a few sectors like tourism and fisheries. 

 Climate change and losses due to natural disasters: Climate change exacerbates their challenges, 
adding an extra burden on their frail economies. The SIDS account for two-thirds of states that 
suffer the highest relative losses (1 percent to 9 percent of GDP per year) due to natural disasters. 

 Rising sea levels and impact on various economic sectors: Apart from the threat of the low-lying 
islands going underwater in the future, rising sea levels directly impact the economic sectors of 
the SIDS. For instance, saltwater intrusion affects freshwater resources and diminishes the quality 
of agricultural land. 

 Largely dependent on food imports: The SIDS are already largely dependent on food imports as 50 
percent of the SIDS import more than 80 percent of their food. A further reduction in food 
production will increase their dependence on food imports. Self-sufficiency is a distant dream for 
SIDS in this aspect. 

 Fishery industry is a major contributor to the economy facing challenges of loss of EEZ: Fish 
exports account for a large share of the revenue for these states. The fishery industry faces 
challenges of loss of Exclusive Economic Zones due to shifting baselines, and Illegal, Unreported 
and Unregulated (IUU) fishing. 

 Rising sea temperature: Additionally, rising sea temperatures also negatively affect marine 
biomass in the resource-rich zones of SIDS. 

 Tourism industry hampered by Pandemic: Almost 50 percent of the GDP of SIDS like the Maldives 
and Seychelles, depends on the tourism industry which was hampered by the pandemic.  

China’s Maritime Strategy in SIDS and the Powerplay :  
 Concerns about increasing influence China: Powers such as the US, Japan, Australia, and India are 

largely concerned with the increasing influence of China in the region. 
 China’s island development strategy: Islands play a major role in China’s maritime security policy, 

as is evident by its island development strategies in the contested South China Sea and 
cooperation initiatives with island states in various geographies. 

 Vulnerable SIDS welcomed Support initiatives from China: The SIDS have welcomed the 
development and support initiatives from China owing to their vulnerabilities. From a port 
development project in Madagascar and major infrastructure development projects in the 
Comoros islands to a Free Trade Agreement with Mauritius and development assistance to 
Maldives; China has firmly embedded its roots in the region. 
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 Maldives in debt trap seeks India’s assistance: When Maldives owed a debt of nearly US$1.5 
billion to China in 2018, it had to turn to its traditional partner, India, for assistance to prevent an 
economic crisis. 

 Madagascar worries about Chinese debt trap: Madagascar is also heavily surrounded by Chinese 
presence and involvement in its economy and is worried about being trapped in debt. Chinese-
funded enterprises comprise 90 percent of the island’s economy. Chinese migrants left very few 
job opportunities for the locals, disrupted trade and commerce, and established a monopoly of 
Chinese products in the market. Such a heavy involvement of China in Madagascar puts it at a 
high risk of instability and political upheaval. 

Various Forums to Discuss the Stability :  
 SAMOA pathway: SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway which is an 

international framework under the UN umbrella that has initiated a stronger action from the 
international community to support the vulnerable islands. It guides national, regional, and 
international development efforts to help these states achieve their Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). 

 Indian ocean commission: The Indian Ocean Commission is yet another intergovernmental body 
that consists of the islands; Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Seychelles and Réunion (French 
overseas region). 

Road Ahead :  
 The SIDS of the IOR can leverage their strategic position and use it to their advantage to make the 

larger powers acknowledge their security interests and issues. 
 The need of the hour is for stronger alliances and regional groupings to emerge, with significant 

participation of the SIDS, so that other actors do not downplay or overlook their issues and 
interests. 

 The SIDS of IOR must strengthen their collaboration with each other. 
 
MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION :  What is the significance of SIDS in IOR? Discuss the challenges faced by SIDS 
in the region and suggest a way ahead. (200 words) 
FAQs :  
 
a.What are SIDS ? 
ANS. Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are a distinct group of 38 UN Member States and 20 Non-UN 
Members/Associate Members of United Nations regional commissions that face unique social, economic 
and environmental vulnerabilities.The three geographical regions in which SIDS are located are: the 
Caribbean, the Pacific, and the Atlantic, Indian Ocean and South China Sea (AIS) 
 
b.What is SAMOA Pathway ? 
ANS. SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway which is an international framework under 
the UN umbrella that has initiated a stronger action from the international community to support the 
vulnerable islands. It guides national, regional, and international development efforts to help these states 
achieve their Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
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2. Discourse on Inter Caste/Interfaith Marriages. 

Theme : Governance, Transparency & Accountability, Citizens Charters 
GS - 2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Inter Caste/Interfaith Marriage- Family Coordination Committee 
c. Right to Marriage 
d. Love Jihad 
e. What is the Initiative? 
f. Concerns 
Context : The Maharashtra government has decided to limit the mandate of the recently constituted 
Intercaste/Interfaith Marriage-Family Coordination Committee (state level) to gathering information on 
interfaith marriages. 
 

 
Inter Caste/Interfaith Marriage- Family Coordination Committee :  

 Work under Women and child development: The renamed Interfaith Marriage-Family 
Coordination Committee will be under the state Women and Child Development Ministry. 

 Will Track frauds: The committee besides providing support and rehabilitation, when necessary, 
ostensibly track fraud committed in the name of love jihad. 

 Development comes after Walker case: The development came after the Shraddha Walkar case 
came to light in November. Walkar, 26, was murdered by her live-in partner Aaftab Poonawalla in 
May, 2022 

 Other states with anti-conversion legislation: With states such as Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand 
already having brought in anti-conversion legislation. 

 

Right to Marriage : 

 Comes under Right to life: The right to marry is a part of the right to life under Article 21 of the 
Indian Constitution. 

 As an integral part of Right to Life: Various courts across the country have also interpreted the 
right to marry as an integral part of the right to life under Article 21. 

 Stated under Human rights Charter: The right to marriage is also stated under Human Rights 
Charter within the meaning of the right to start a family. 

 Universal right: The right to marry is a universal right and it is available to everyone irrespective 
of their gender. 

 Forced marriage is illegal: A forced marriage is illegal in different personal laws on marriage in 
India, with the right to marry recognized under the Hindu laws as well as Muslim laws. 
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Love Jihad :  
 “Love jihad” is a term often used by activists to allege a ploy by Muslim men to lure Hindu women 

into religious conversion through marriage. 
 
What is the Initiative? 

 Will collect and keep details of interfaith marriages and ensure communication: This initiative will 
provide a platform for the women in intercaste/interfaith marriages and their families to access 
counseling, and communicate or resolve issues. 

 Committee will hold regular meetings: The committee has been assigned to hold meetings with 
district officials, and review work on seven parameters, including, gathering information about 
interfaith or inter-caste marriages from stamp duty and registrar offices, and collecting 
information on such registered or unregistered marriages, among others. 

Concerns :  
 Control over the lives of individual citizens: Such vigilance remains yet another indication of the 

State’s disproportionately burgeoning and utterly unacceptable interest in, and demand for, 
control over the lives of individual citizens. 

 Denial of women’s own choice: It is not just violative of one’s rights of freedom and equality, it 
also reeks of misogyny in its steadfast denial of a woman’s choice of partner as her own free will 
and not an act of coercion. 

 Committee can be armed: There is the IPC for all genuine complaints so the committee could be 
weaponized. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : The Maharashtra government has set up a panel named 
“Intercaste/Interfaith marriage-family coordination committee (state level)” to gather information about 
couples in such marriages. Discuss the utility and concerns of such an initiative? (150 words ) 

FAQs :  

a.What is “Love Jihad” ? 
ANS. “Love jihad” is a term often used by activists to allege a ploy by Muslim men to lure Hindu women 
into religious conversion through marriage. 
 
b.Under which Ministry will the Committee work ? 
ANS. The renamed Interfaith Marriage-Family Coordination Committee will be under the state Women 
and Child Development Ministry 
 

3. Acid Attacks in India : Attack on Women Safety and Dignity. 
Theme :  Laws, Institutions & Bodies Constituted For The Vulnerable Sections 
GS - 2 
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a. Context 
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Context : An acid attack in Delhi has once again brought back to focus the heinous crime of acid attacks 
and the easy availability of corrosive substances. 
 

 
Acid Attacks :  

 An acid attack, also called acid throwing, vitriol attack, or vitriolage, is a form of violent assault 
involving the act of throwing acid or a similarly corrosive substance onto the body of another. 

 It intends to disfigure, maim, torture, or kill. 
 Perpetrators of these attacks throw corrosive liquids at their victims, usually at their faces, 

burning them, and damaging skin tissue, often exposing and sometimes dissolving the bones. 
 The most common types of acid used in these attacks are sulphuric and nitric acid. 

Prevalence in India : 

 According to data compiled by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), there were 150 such 
cases recorded in 2019, 105 in 2020 and 102 in 2021. 

 West Bengal and UP consistently record the highest number of such cases generally accounting 
for nearly 50% of all cases in the country year on year. 

 The charge-sheeting rate of acid attacks stood at 83% and the conviction rate at 54% in 2019. 
 In 2020, the figures stood at 86% and 72% respectively. 

Laws on Acid Attacks :  
 Until 2013, acid attacks were not treated as separate crimes. 
 However, following amendments carried out in the IPC, acid attacks were put under a separate 

section (326A) of the IPC. 
 Such attacks are punishable with a minimum imprisonment of 10 years which is extendable to life 

along with fine. 
 The law also has provisions for punishment for denial of treatment to victims or the police officers 

refusing to register an FIR or record any piece of evidence. 
Deterrence Against Acid Attacks :  

 In 2013, the Supreme Court took cognizance of acid attacks and passed an order on the regulation 
of sales of corrosive substances. 

 Based on the order, the MHA issued an advisory to all states on how to regulate acid sales and 
framed the Model Poisons Possession and Sale Rules, 2013 under The Poisons Act, 1919. 

 It asked states to frame their own rules based on model rules, as the matter fell under the 
purview of states. 
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 In 2015, MHA issued an advisory to all states to ensure speedy justice in cases of acid attacks by 
expediting prosecution. 

 According to the MHA’s directions and the model rules, over-the-counter sale of acid was not 
allowed unless the seller maintains a logbook/register recording the sale of acid. 

 This logbook was to also contain the details of the person to whom acid is sold, the quantity sold, 
the address of the person and also specify the reason for procuring acid. 

 The buyer must also prove he/she is above 18 years of age. 
 Sellers are also required to declare all stocks of acid with the concerned Sub-Divisional Magistrate 

(SDM) within 15 days and in case of undeclared stock of acid. 
 The SDM can confiscate the stock and suitably impose a fine of up to Rs 50,000 for a breach of any 

of the directions. 
Road Ahead : 

 Parents must teach their children the importance of boundaries and consent. 
 The key to solving this problem will always remain in society. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : How the deterrence can be created against the Acid Attacks?Briefly 
describe the Laws in Place against the Acid Attacks in India. (200 words ) 
FAQs :  
a.What is Acid Attack ? 
ANS. An acid attack, also called acid throwing, vitriol attack, or vitriolage, is a form of violent assault 
involving the act of throwing acid or a similarly corrosive substance onto the body of another.It intends to 
disfigure, maim, torture, or kill. 
 
b.Which are the most common types of Acids used ? 
ANS. The most common types of acid used in these attacks are sulphuric and nitric acid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
     
     

 

    

            THE JIGYASA DAILY 

                               …Current Affairs… 
 

Delhi- 9650294824,27 Bada Bazar Marg, Old 

Rajendra Nagar /jigyasaias@gmail.com 

Mohali- 9779944824, Plot No 469, Phase VIII-B, Industrial 

Area, S.A.S Nagar / jigyasaiaschd@gmail.com 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


