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1.Dedicated Freight Corridors in India. 

Theme : Growth & Development 
GS - 3 
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Context : With over 80% of the Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFCs) running parallel to passenger lines, a 
parliamentary panel has raised concerns over the lack of safety rules for the goods-only network. 
 

 
 
Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFCs) :  

• The DFC project was first proposed in April 2005 to address the needs of the rapidly developing 
Indian economy. 

• They were proposed to ensure a more reliable, economical, and faster transportation of goods. 
• These corridors seek to bring a paradigm shift in Railway Freight Operations in the country, thus 

providing relief to the heavily congested Golden Quadrilateral. 
• The inception of DFCs can be understood clearly as one delves into Indian Railways’ freight 

operations scenario in the past. 
• It was majorly the Golden Quadrilateral, linking the four metropolitan cities of Delhi, Mumbai, 

Chennai and Howrah and its two diagonals. 
• This comprised 16% of the route, which carried over 52% of passenger traffic and 58% of freight 

traffic. 
• Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor (EDFC): 

o It starts at Sahnewal (Ludhiana) in Punjab and ends at Dankuni in West Bengal. 
o The EDFC route has coal mines, thermal power plants and industrial cities. Feeder routes 

are also being made for these. 

DATE: 16 DEC 2022 



 
     
     

 

    

            THE JIGYASA DAILY 

                               …Current Affairs… 
 

Delhi- 9650294824,27 Bada Bazar Marg, Old 

Rajendra Nagar /jigyasaias@gmail.com 
Mohali- 9779944824, Plot No 469, Phase VIII-B, Industrial 

Area, S.A.S Nagar / jigyasaiaschd@gmail.com 

 

o The EDFC route covers Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal 
o The World Bank is funding a majority of the EDFC. 
o The 351-km-long ‘New Bhaupur-New Khurja section’ will decongest the existing Kanpur-

Delhi main line and double the speed of freight trains from 25 km/ h to 75 km/h. 
• Western Dedicated Freight Corridor (WDFC): 

o The other arm is the around 1,500-km WDFC from Dadri in Uttar Pradesh to Jawaharlal 
Nehru Port Trust in Mumbai, touching all major ports along the way. 

o The WDFC covers Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh. 
o It is being funded by the Japan International Cooperation Agency. 

• Connecting Link for Eastern and Western Arm: It is under construction between Dadri and Khurja. 
• The industrial corridors of Delhi-Mumbai and Amritsar-Kolkata are also being developed around 

both these DFCs. 
 

 
Railway Freight Issues :  

• Highways are more feasible: The share of roads in freight transport is more than half in India; 
while in China, it is only 30%. As more highways are built rapidly, the share of roads in freight 
transport is increasing. 

• Costly transport: The working of Indian Railways is caught up between making it a self-sufficient 
organization and serving it as a transport system for the poor.  The passenger fares usually remain 
static for years. 

• Decline in coal freight: Decreasing dependency on coal with increasing thrust on renewable 
energy has crippled railway revenue from freights. 

• Lack of finances:  About 94 percent of the system’s revenues are spent on operating costs and 
social obligations, leaving little to modernize its infrastructure. 

• Delayed movement: Most passenger and freight lines are shared, and, when there is a delay, 
passenger trains are always prioritized. This makes it impossible to ensure deliveries within a set 
time. 

• Stuck into monopoly: The Indian railways have lacked investment. There’s been an inability to 
raise passenger fares because it’s a political ideology that public transport in India needs to be 
accessible for everyone. 

Why are DFCs required? 
• Logistics boost: To resolve the increasing need for road decongestion, accident reduction and 

ensuring energy security, the DFCs were launched to aid the growth of rail transportation in 
India. 

• Industrial competitiveness: This will also lead to the construction of industrial corridors and 
logistic parks along these routes, thereby making the industrial ecosystem more competitive. 

• Optimizing logistics cost: The new corridors will permit the trains to carry higher loads, in a 
more reliable manner, thereby reducing logistic costs. 

• Speedy movement: These lines are also being built to maximize speeds to 100 km/hour, up 
from the current average freight speed of 20 km/hour. This will also reduce transit time from 
freight source to destination. 

• Global successes: China’s new DFCs have been designed with the objective to link hinterland 
areas with ports, along with the aim to transfer commodities, raw materials, and other critical 
resources. 
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• Populist developments: Railways sometimes seem to be diverting from core issues of safety and 
operation and to populist needs aimed at wooing corporate travelers. 

• Regulation issue: The Commission of Railway Safety falls under the administrative control of the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation, and deals with matters pertaining to safety of rail travel and train 
operations. 

Significance of DFCs :  
• Decongestion of road: Around 70% of the freight trains currently running on the Indian Railway 

network are slated to shift to the freight corridors, leaving the paths open for more passenger 
trains.   

• Increased NTKM Capacity: NTKM stands for transportation of 1 tonne of goods over 1 km. Goods 
trains shall be able to run freely on DFC without any restrictions imposed by the movement of 
passenger trains. 

• Improvised logistics and connectivity: Tracks on DFC are designed to carry heavier loads than most 
of the Indian Railways. It will connect the existing ports and industrial areas for faster movement 
of goods. 

• Speed and Punctuality: To begin with, freight trains will run according to a timetable and as fast as 
express trains.   

• Employment generation: Thousands of people will get employed in the construction of the 
corridor and other facilities along the corridor, including logistics parks to handle cargo and 
townships in these corridors. 

Road Ahead :  
• DFCs present a significant opportunity for freight logistics in India. What is important is to see how 

increasingly optimistic traffic projections will be realized.   
• That depends upon the industrial and trade growth in India and the development of industrial 

corridors and the feeder network. 
• It would also play a lead role in transforming the railways from a loss-making operation to an 

efficient and profitable venture. 
MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : What is the significance of the DFCs? Also highlight the various Issues 
related to Railways Freight. (150 words) 
FAQs :  
 
a.What are DFCs ? 
ANS. 

• The DFC project was first proposed in April 2005 to address the needs of the rapidly developing 
Indian economy. 

• They were proposed to ensure a more reliable, economical, and faster transportation of goods. 
• These corridors seek to bring a paradigm shift in Railway Freight Operations in the country, thus 

providing relief to the heavily congested Golden Quadrilateral. 
 
b.Where is the connecting link of Eastern and Western arm of DFCs ? 
ANS.The connecting Link for Eastern and Western Arm is under construction between Dadri and Khurja. 
 

2. Healthcare : A Fundamental Human Right. 
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a. Context 
b. Right to Health 
c. Features of Right to Health 
d. Applicability in India. 
e. What is the Rajasthan Bill About ? 
f. Challenges in Realization of Right to Health 
g. Road Ahead 
 
Context : In September this year, the Rajasthan State government introduced the Rajasthan Right to 
Health Bill, 2022 in the state legislative assembly.As it is still being debated in the legislative assembly and 
has become a major part of public discourse among health care providers as well as different interest 
groups.It becomes important to understand its legal dimensions, and more importantly, the short term 
and long term implications of its implementation. 
 

 
Right to Health :  

• The right to health is the economic, social, and cultural right to a universal minimum standard of 
health to which all individuals are entitled. 

• It was first articulated in the WHO Constitution (1946). 
• It states that the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the fundamental 

rights of every human being. 
• It defines health as a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the 

absence of disease or infirmity. 
Features of Right to Health :  
 
The 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights mentioned health as part of the right to an adequate 
standard of living (article 25). It includes :  

• Highest attainable standard of physical and mental health 
• Reduction of the stillbirth-rate and of infant mortality 
• Healthy development of the child 
• Environmental and industrial hygiene 
• Prevention, treatment and control of epidemic, endemic, occupational and other diseases 
• Assure to all medical service and medical attention in the event of sickness 
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What is the Rajasthan Bill About ? 
• The Rajasthan government has acted on its constitutional mandate by providing health care 

services to residents of the state. 
• Special provisions for residents: It makes it a matter of right for the residents to avail free services 

as laid down in various insurance schemes. 
• Right to medical information: The Bill goes one step further in tackling another thorny issue of the 

right to medical information in medical establishments. 
• Rights to healthcare providers: The Bill has also provided rights for health care providers such as 

exemption from liability in bonafide acts, a safe working environment, and access to protective 
gears. 

Challenges in Realization of Right to Health : 

• Poor Infrastructure:  There is a dearth of hospitals in India. 
• Fewer doctors per thousand: The WHO mandates that the doctor-to-population ratio should be 

1:1,000, while India had a 1:1,404 ratio as of February 2020. 
• Lack of primary healthcare services: The existing public primary health care model is not adequate 

for existing healthcare burden. 
• Lack of funding: Expenditure on public health funding has been consistently low in India 

(approximately 1.3% of GDP). 
• Burden of NCDs: Heart ailments are rising like anything in India. It is challenging to tackle Non-

communicable Diseases, which is all about prevention and early detection. 
Road Ahead :  

• Universal health coverage: As part of the SDGs, all countries have pledged to deliver universal 
health coverage (UHC) by 2030. 

• Increasing healthcare professionals in numbers: India has handled the COVID-19 pandemic 
exceptionally well. However, considering the rise in the number of infections, India is in dire need 
of more medical staff and amenities. 

• More funding: Public funding on health should be increased to at least 2.5% of GDP as envisaged 
in the National Health Policy, 2017. 

• Revamping medical education: The government needs to rapidly build medical institutions and 
increase the number of doctors. 

• Enhancing pandemic preparedness: With COVID-19 we risk once again falling into the trap of a 
narrow vertical disease-specific approach. 

• Use of technology: There is a growing use of mobile apps, online consultations, e-pharmacies, and 
other tools. These are all welcome and must be leveraged. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Describe the features of Right to Health. Highlight the Challenges in India 
for Realization of Right to Health. (200 words ) 
 

Applicability in India :  
• Fundamental rights: Article 21 of the Constitution protects and upholds the right to life and 

liberty.  Courts have often taken a progressive stance in expanding the scope of the right to life 
to include the right to health. 

• Directive Principles: Articles 38, 39, 42, 43, & 47 of the DPSP put the obligation on the state in 
order to ensure the effective realization of the right to health. 

• Judicial observations: In State of Punjab and Ors versus Mohinder Singh Chawla (1996), the 
Supreme Court proclaimed the right to life includes within its fold the right to health. 
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FAQs :  
a.What is Right to Health ? 
ANS.  

• The right to health is the economic, social, and cultural right to a universal minimum standard of 
health to which all individuals are entitled. 

• It was first articulated in the WHO Constitution (1946). 
• It states that the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the fundamental 

rights of every human being. 
• It defines health as a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the 

absence of disease or infirmity. 
b.What are the features of Right to Health ? 
ANS. The 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights mentioned health as part of the right to an 
adequate standard of living (article 25). It includes :  

• Highest attainable standard of physical and mental health 
• Reduction of the stillbirth-rate and of infant mortality 
• Healthy development of the child 
• Environmental and industrial hygiene 
• Prevention, treatment and control of epidemic, endemic, occupational and other diseases 
• Assure to all medical service and medical attention in the event of sickness 

 
3. Coastline Vulnerability & Paradigm of Coastal Security. 

Theme : Internal Security 
GS - 3 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Vulnerability of Coastline of India 
c. Major Challenges 
d. Partners in Oceanic Governance 
e. Security Initiatives 
 
Context : India has a vast coastline stretched over 7000 kilometers having over 1000 offshore islands that 
bring enormous resources and opportunities. Safeguarding these waters from external threats and 
protecting India’s maritime interests is of great importance, particularly in the existing geopolitical and 
security situation. 
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Vulnerability of Coastline of India :  
• Critical assets: The coastal areas host major commercial cities, and significant strategic and vital 

installations of Defence, Atomic Energy, Petroleum, and private ventures besides 12 major ports. 
• Ports: It has more than 239 non-major ports which increases the coastline’s vulnerability. 
• Around 95% of India’s trade by volume and 68% by value is conducted through these waters, with 

priority being accorded to port-led development plans in recent years. 
• The safety and unhindered continuity of maritime trade, through a wide network of ships, is also a 

primary national concern as it directly impacts our economy.  
Major Challenges : 

• Geostrategic location of the Indian peninsula poses typical oceanic challenges owing to- 
• Proximity to major international shipping lanes, 
• Hostile neighbourhood-sponsored cross-border terrorism, 
• Transnational maritime crimes like narcotics and weapon trafficking, human trafficking, etc., and 
• Dense fishing traffic  
• Increased likelihood of maritime incidents 
• The use of sea routes by terrorists during the attacks of 26/11 highlighted the vulnerabilities of 

India’s coastline and its security. 
Partners in Oceanic Governance :  

• Several agencies including the Indian Coast Guard, Indian Navy, Coastal Security Police, Customs, 
Fisheries, Port Authorities, Intelligence Agencies, and other Central and State Departments look 
after maritime security and governance. 

• The multi-agency concept mandates cooperation, coordination, and institutionalized domain 
control of the respective agency to achieve foolproof security by optimum utilization of limited 
resources.  

• As per the concept of a tiered mechanism for surveillance in-depth, the Indian Coast Guard is 
additionally responsible for coastal security in territorial waters. 

• The Director General of the Indian Coast Guard is designated as Commander, Coastal Command 
with responsibility for overall coordination between state and central agencies in matters of 
coastal security. 

Security Initiatives :  
• Coastal Security Exercise namely ‘Sagar Kavach’ is conducted by the Indian Navy along with the 

Indian Coast Guard and all stakeholders involved in Coastal Security. 
• The exercise involves synergised application of maritime surveillance assets, coordinated air and 

maritime strikes, air defense, and submarine and landing operations. 
• Joint Coastal Patrol (JCP) by the Indian Coast Guard and Coastal Police has been instituted across 

all coastal States and Union Territories. 
• The apex level monitoring and review of the implementation of measures for enhancing the 

effectiveness of the Coastal Security Framework are done by the National Committee on 
Strengthening of Maritime and Coastal Security. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION :What are the Major Challenges for Protecting India’s Coastline ? Briefly 
Mention Various Security Initiatives to Enhance the Maritime Stability. (150 words ) 
FAQs :  

a.Discuss the Vulnerability of the Coastline of India. 
ANS.Critical assets: The coastal areas host major commercial cities, and significant strategic and vital 
installations of Defence, Atomic Energy, Petroleum, and private ventures besides 12 major ports. 
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• Ports: It has more than 239 non-major ports which increases the coastline’s vulnerability. 
• Around 95% of India’s trade by volume and 68% by value is conducted through these waters, with 

priority being accorded to port-led development plans in recent years. 
• The safety and unhindered continuity of maritime trade, through a wide network of ships, is also a 

primary national concern as it directly impacts our economy.  
 
b.Name the various Stakeholders in Oceanic Governance. 
ANS. Several agencies including the Indian Coast Guard, Indian Navy, Coastal Security Police, Customs, 
Fisheries, Port Authorities, Intelligence Agencies, and other Central and State Departments look after 
maritime security and governance. 
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