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1.Preserving the Past and Forging a New Future. 
 
Theme : Indian Architecture  
GS - 1 
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Context : Majority of India’s architectural heritage and sites remain unidentified and largely unprotected, 
and even those that are protected are facing challenges related to climate change and unsustainable 
tourism practices.  
 

 
 

India’s Rich Heritage & Its Cultural Identity :  

 Storytellers of Indian History: Heritage is a legacy of physical artifacts and intangible attributes 
through the generations that are inherited, preserved, and passed on. 

DATE: 10 DEC 2022 

Importance :  
 

 Built heritage is a significant public good and is recognized as such in the Constitution’s Seventh 
Schedule. It nurtures our collective memories of places and is a significant constituent in the 
identity of cities. 

  It has invaluable potential to contribute to our knowledge of not just history and the arts, but also 
science and technology. 

  Several buildings and sites throughout the country, even entire areas or parts of historic cities, 
are examples of sustainable development. They demonstrate complex connections of man with 
nature. 
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o Heritage has been woven into the fabric of Indian society with spiritual, religious, social, and 
political significance. 

 Embracing Diversity: India heritage is itself a museum of different types, communities, customs, 
traditions, religions, cultures, beliefs, languages, castes and social systems. 

 Tolerating Nature: Indian society gave every culture the opportunity of prospering that is reflected 
in its diverse heritage. It does not try to suppress diversity in favor of uniformity. 

 
Challenges with Heritage Conservation of India :  
 

 Pollution and Climate Change: Pollution is another problem faced by our heritage sites and India is 
still struggling to save its wonder, Taj Mahal from the pollution. 

o Of late, India is seeing a spate of floods due to climate change in various parts of the country 
including in those locations where heritage sites are located. 

o Puri in Odisha and Hampi in Karnataka are some of the latest examples of heritage sites 
getting damaged due to natural calamities which in turn is said to be the result of global 
warming. 

 Heritage Encroachments: Many ancient monuments have been encroached upon by local residents, 
shopkeepers, and souvenir sellers. 

o There is no harmony between these structures and the architectural style of monuments or 
the surroundings. 

o For instance, according to the Comptroller and Auditor-General of India (CAG) Report, 2013, 
there was encroachment on the Taj Mahal's premises near Khan-i-Alam's Bagh. 

 Exploitation over Excavation: Development activities have exploited many archaeological sites in 
India with rich deposits of artifacts. 

o Also, there is no provision for Cultural Resource Management before developmental 
projects, which adds to the problem. 

 Lack of Database for Heritage Sites: There is no comprehensive national database with state-by-
state distribution of heritage structures in India. 

o Indian National Trust for Art & Cultural Heritage (INTACH) has inventoried about 60,000 
buildings in around 150 cities, but that's still just the tip of the iceberg since there are 
estimated to be over 4000 heritage towns and cities throughout the country. 

 Lack of Human Resource: Lack of adequate numbers of qualified and competent human resources 
to look after the monuments and carry out conservation activities is the biggest problem faced by 
agencies like ASI. 

Concerns :  

 India, with several millennia of history, boasts of a diverse and rich heritage. Each region of our 
subcontinent boasts monumental buildings and remarkable archaeology. Yet, less than 15,000 
monuments and heritage structures are legally protected in India—a fraction of the 600,000 
protected in the UK. 

 Persistent oversight of the values of our heritage is one of the major paradoxes of physical planning 
and urban development in post-colonial India. Conservation of heritage is not seen as a priority to 
human need and development. Heritage sites are more often than not seen as consumables and 
usually end up as the tourism industry’s cash cows and little else. 

 Even those structures considered to be of national/state or local importance in India and protected 
as such remain under threat from urban pressures, neglect, vandalism and, worse, demolition, only 
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for 
the 

value of the land they stand upon.This poor state of preservation of a large part of our national 
heritage is a result of the  

 inability of those entrusted with their care and management to unlock the economic potential of 
these sites and demonstrate that conservation efforts can lead to meeting development objectives 
in a more sustainable manner. 

Road Ahead :  
 Reimaging Excavation and Conservation Policy: In light of the changing scenarios with the 

advancement in technology, ASI needs to update its Excavation Policy. 
o Using new technology such as Photogrammetry & 3D Laser scanning, LiDAR and satellite 

remote sensing surveys should be used for documentation, surveys, excavation and 
conservation. 

 Smart City, Smart Heritage: It is necessary to consider the Heritage Impact Assessment for all large 
infrastructure projects. 

o The Heritage Identification and Conservation Projects need to be adjoined to the city master 
plans and integrate with the Smart City Initiative. 

 Innovative Strategies for Increasing Engagement: The use of monuments that do not attract a large 
number of visitors and not have cultural/religious sensitivity can serve as venues for cultural and 
wedding programmes that can fulfill twin objective: 

o The promotion of the associated intangible heritage. 
o Increasing visitor numbers to such sites. 

 Corporate Heritage Responsibility: Companies should be encouraged to take on restoration and 
preservation of monuments as part of their Corporate Social Responsibility(CSR) obligations. 

 Linking Heritage Conservation with Climate Action: Heritage sites can serve as opportunities for 
climate communication and education, and research on historic sites and practices to understand 
past responses to changing climate conditions can help adaptation and mitigation planners develop 
strategies that integrate natural science and cultural heritage. 

 
MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Discuss major challenges related to India Heritage sites. Also suggest how 
climate action can be linked with Heritage Conservation. (200 words ) 
 
FAQs :  
 
a.What is the Importance of Built Heritage ? 
ANS. Built heritage is a significant public good and is recognized as such in the Constitution’s Seventh 
Schedule. It nurtures our collective memories of places and is a significant constituent in the identity of 
cities. 
 
b.How do we Embrace Diversity in Indian Heritage ? 
ANS.  Indian heritage is itself a museum of different types, communities, customs, traditions, religions, 
cultures, beliefs, languages, castes and social systems. It has invaluable potential to contribute to our 
knowledge of not just history and the arts, but also science and technology. 
 

2. Bhakti Movement and India’s Composite Culture. 
Theme : Salient features of the Indian society, Diversity of India etc 
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a. Context 
b. Bhakti Movement 
c. Rise of Bhakti Movement 
d. Importance of the Bhakti Poets 
e. Road Ahead 
 
Context : India at 100 should be confident, joyous and secure in its composite cultural identity. 
 

 

Rise of Bhakti Movement :  

 Evils in the Hindu Society like caste system, irrelevant rituals and religious practices etc 
 Complexity of religion: The high philosophy of the Vedas and Upanishads were very complicated. 
 Challenge from Rival Religion: the impact of the Muslim rule and Islam. 
 Influence of Sufism: The Sufi saints of the Muslim community also inspired the movement. 

 
 
 

Bhakti Movement :  
 The development of the Bhakti movement took place in Tamil Nadu between the seventh and 

twelfth centuries. 
 Nayanars and Alvars: It was reflected in the emotional poems of the Nayanars (devotees of Shiva) 

and Alvars (devotees of Vishnu). 
 These saints looked upon religion not as a cold formal worship but as a loving bond based upon 

love between the worshiped and worshiper. 
 In the 9th century Shankaracharya spread over all parts of India. 
 Other important Bhakti Saints: Kabir, Nanak and Shri Chaitanya. 
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Importance of the Bhakti Poets :  
 They are proud upstarts(risen suddenly in rank or importance), not card-carrying gatekeepers 
 Their spirituality is based on achievement, not ascription 
 They hail from varied caste, class, gender, language and sectarian backgrounds: reminding us of the 

plural aspects of our spiritual genealogy. 
 They remind us of the power of the reclaimed heart and the examined life. 
 They make us aware that all darkness can be transformed by the act of acknowledgement and 

inclusion. 
 Their finest poems do not present easy hierarchies between flesh and spirit. 

o Basavanna: body is “the moving temple” and Chandidas: , “man is the greatest truth of all”. 
o Janabai: “I eat god, I drink god, I sleep on god”, while Soyarabai: divine is not bloodless: “If 

menstrual blood makes me impure/ tell me who was not born of that blood”. 
 They are not meek worshipers; they are radical improvisers who question every hierarchy. 
 Nothing is taboo, nothing sacrilegious: because the underlying premise is simple.The self and the 

other cannot be kept apart. 
 
Road Ahead :  
 

 This makes them inspirational for any culture seeking to heal its wounds and move forward, without 
getting mired in rage or recrimination. 

 Bhakti poets: Collectively, they offer us a less divided gaze, reminding us that we are dual citizens 
of earth and sky, body and mind, the immanent and the transcendent. 

 The bhaktas’ rage stems from love, not ridicule: Even while they disagree with their gods, they never 
stop loving them. 

 For the bhakti poet, there is no “versus”, because there is no “them: There is no outsider, no 
adversary, because there is, indeed, no “other”. 

 India should offer the world its radiant template of spiritual freedom and cultural democracy that 
holds colliding perspectives in harmony. 

 
MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Evaluate the nature of the Bhakti Literature and its contribution to Indian 
culture.(UPSC 2021) (200 words) 
 
FAQs :  
 
a.When did the Development of Bhakti Movement take place ? 
ANS. The development of the Bhakti movement took place in Tamil Nadu between the seventh and twelfth 
centuries. 
 
b.What is the Importance of the Bhakti Poets ? 
ANS.  

 Their spirituality is based on achievement, not ascription 
 They hail from varied caste, class, gender, language and sectarian backgrounds: reminding us of the 

plural aspects of our spiritual genealogy. 
 They remind us of the power of the reclaimed heart and the examined life. 
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3. Winter is Coming : Winter Session of the Parliament. 
 
Theme : Parliament-Structure, organization, functioning and conduct of business etc. 
GS - 2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Parliament 
c. Parliamentary Committee 
d. Types of Committees 
e. Parliamentary Issues 
f. Economic Issues of the Country 
g. Road Ahead 
 
Context : The winter session of the Parliament begins and will continue till December 29.The session will 
have a total of 17 working days.Centre’s agenda for the winter session of Parliament includes 16 new bills. 
 

 

Types of Committees :  

The Standing Committees: 
 They are permanent (constituted every year or periodically) and work on a continuous basis. 
 Example: Financial Committees, Departmental Standing Committees, Committees to Enquire etc 

Parliament :  
 Parliament is the most important symbol of Indian democracy. 
 It is through summoning the House and calling MPs to participate in legislative and other business 

through discussion, debates, committee dispensations, and other mechanisms 
 Parliament enables the citizens of the country: through their representatives, to participate in 

decision-making and hold the government to account. 
Parliamentary Committee :  

 A Parliamentary Committee is a panel of MPs that is appointed or elected by the House or 
nominated by the Speaker/Chairman. 

 The committee works under the direction of the Speaker/chairman and it presents its report to 
the House or to the Speaker/chairman. 

 Parliamentary Committees have their origins in the British Parliament. 
 They draw their authority from Article 105 and Article 118. 
 Article 105 deals with the privileges of MPs. 
 Article 118 gives Parliament authority to make rules to regulate its procedure and conduct of 

business. 
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Ad Hoc Committees: 

 They are temporary and cease to exist on completion of the task assigned to them. 
 The principal Ad hoc Committees are the Select and Joint Committees on Bills. 

 
Parliamentary Issues :  

 Far fewer bills are now being referred to committees. 
 In the first term of this government (2014-19): About 27 percent of bills were referred to 

committees. 
 During the 17th Lok Sabha: Less than 10 percent have been referred to committees(compared to 

71 percent in the 15th Lok Sabha). 
 Less opportunity for opposition to speak on public matters. 

 
Economic Issues of the Country :  

 The World Bank (in October 2022) estimated: India will grow at 5(six point five)percent in the 
current fiscal year (FY 22-23) 

o which is a downward revision by one percentage point since June. 
 Inflation soaring above the 6 percent target 
 Interest rates are rising 
 Macroeconomic policies are becoming restrictive 
 Rupee is plunging to all-time lows against the US dollar. 

 
Road Ahead :  

 Discuss the current challenges: It is high time for Parliament to discuss the advancing challenge and 
for the government to open the floor for the same. 

 UPR mechanism: The Indian government said that the “UPR is an important mechanism that India 
fully supports” and “as the world’s largest democracy.India is committed to the highest standards 
of human rights. 

 Amrit Mahotsav: It cannot be celebrated by disrespecting Parliament, curtailing the independence 
of institutions, suffocating free expression, restricting the space to the political leaders, 

 Allow committees to be formed: Governments and the opposition party should not be wary of these 
committees, as in most of these committees, the government has a majority and the final decision 
is always by the process of majority voting. 

 
MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : To what extent, in your view, the Parliament is able to ensure accountability 
of the executive in India?(UPSC 2021) (200 words) 
 
FAQs :  
 
a.What are Ad-hoc Committees? 
ANS. They are temporary and cease to exist on completion of the task assigned to them.The principal Ad 
hoc Committees are the Select and Joint Committees on Bills. 
 
b.What are Standing Committees? 
ANS. They are permanent (constituted every year or periodically) and work on a continuous basis. 
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