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1.Electric Vehicles & Chinese Monopoly 

Context : The start of COP27 in Egypt has renewed the world’s focus on climate change. Electric vehicles 
(EVs) are key in the global quest to decarbonize. In India, which also faces serious air pollution issues, the 
transition to EVs is critical. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Global Status of EVs  Production & Supply Chain :  

50% of global EV’s production comes from China: EVs themselves, China has a share of around 50 per cent 
in global production. 

25% from Europe: Europe is distant and stands at second position with 25 per cent. 

10% from US: Surprisingly, the US is a small player in the EV supply chain, producing only 10 percent of 
vehicles and containing just 7 percent of battery production capacity. 

India’s position is still not noteworthy: India does not feature as a player of note. 

 

 

DATE: 14 NOV 2022 

Electric Vehicles:  

Electric vehicles (EV) are a part of the new normal as the global transportation sector undergoes a 
paradigm shift, with a clear preference towards cleaner and greener vehicles. 

The electric vehicle is a vehicle that runs on electricity alone. Such a vehicle does not contain an internal 
combustion engine like the other conventional vehicles. Instead, it employs an electric motor to run the 
wheels. 
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Governmental Spending in Energy Transition:  

China the biggest spender on energy transition: According to a report by Bloomberg’s New Energy Fund 
(NEF), in 2021, out of a total global spend of $750 billion in climate-related investments (90 percent of 
which went into renewable energy and electric transport), China alone spent $266 billion. 

US stands at second: The US was a distant second with $114 billion. The major countries of Europe 
combined would equal the US. In Europe, about 75-80 per cent of the spending is on EVs, which is why it 
leads the US in this sector. 

India holds 7th rank but needs a focused approach: India was in 7th place, not a bad rank to occupy with 
$14 billion invested. However, almost 40 percent of Chinese and US spending was on EVs, while more than 
95 per cent of India’s spending is on renewable energy. In India, despite intent, EVs have not received 
sufficient investment. 

What can India do? 

Accelerating the mechanism of acquiring overseas mines of critical minerals: A recently formed 
government venture, KABIL, which is a JV between three minerals and metals PSUs, is tasked with the job 
of identifying and acquiring overseas mines 

Liberalizing the domestic exploration policies: An alternate option is to liberalize exploration policies 
domestically, benchmark them with global best practices and invite global investors to find and mine in 
India. 

Stitching up the supply alliances: It is important to stitch up supply alliances with countries ex-China, as has 
been done with Australia. At higher ends of the value chain, from battery cells onwards, there is a need to 
invest much more in R&D. 

Making a vibrant startup ecosystem and public private partnership: A public-private partnership is vital. The 
vibrant startup ecosystem must be leveraged because it is more likely to be innovative than legacy firms. 

China is a Dominant Player in EVs Supply Chain :  

Every part of EV concentrated in China: According to a recent report by the International Energy 
Association, every part of the EV supply chain is highly concentrated, mostly in China. 

High global mining output of Key minerals, specifically graphite: The first stage of the supply chain is the 
key minerals required for batteries, namely lithium, nickel, cobalt and graphite. In graphite, China has 
an 80 per cent share of global mining output. 

Chinese control over Politically unstable DRC’ Mines of cobalt: In Cobalt, the politically highly unstable 
Democratic Republic of Congo mines two-thirds of the global supply and Chinese companies control a 
big share of that country’s mining. 

China dominates the processing of ore/minerals: Globally, over 60 per cent of lithium processing, over 
70 per cent of cobalt processing, 80 percent of graphite processing and about 40 percent of nickel 
processing takes place in China. 
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MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : What should be India’s strategy to beat the Chinese influence over EV 
market? (150 words) 

FAQs :  

What are EVs ? 

ANS.Electric vehicles (EV) are a part of the new normal as the global transportation sector undergoes a 
paradigm shift, with a clear preference towards cleaner and greener vehicles. 

What is the Importance of China in the EVs Supply Chain ? 

ANS. According to a recent report by the International Energy Association, every part of the EV supply chain 
is highly concentrated, mostly in China. 

 
 

2. Credibility & Accountability of Indian Judiciary. 

Context : The Supreme Court sits in final judgment over decisions not only of the high courts in the states, 
but also over a hundred tribunals, central and state, functioning throughout India. Hence the accountability 
of the apex court is crucial for the judicial system in India. 

 

 

Significance of Judiciary :  

Decisions of Courts are binding on all: The law declared by the Supreme Court, its pronouncements on the 
constitutional validity of enacted law, including constitutional amendments, is binding on all other courts 
and authorities in the country. (Article 141). 

Executive and legislature are under the scrutiny of Courts: There is virtually no area of legislative or 
executive activity which is beyond the court’s scrutiny. 
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MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : What are the reasons for very less accountability in higher judiciary in India? 
(150 words ) 

FAQs : Are decisions given by the Supreme Court binding on All ? 

ANS. The law declared by the Supreme Court, its pronouncements on the constitutional validity of enacted 
law, including constitutional amendments, is binding on all other courts and authorities in the country. 
(Article 141). 

How can Judges Safeguard the Judges? ANS. The independence of judges is best safeguarded by the judges 
themselves through institutions and organizations that the law empowers them to set up, to preserve the 
image of an incorruptible higher judiciary that would command the respect of all right-thinking people. 

Need of Accountability in Higher Judiciary :  

High courts are not ready to reform themselves: In the Salem Advocate Bar Association case, the justices 
had requested the high courts to implement the detailed blueprint on case management most of them 
have not. 

Limitations of supreme court to govern the High courts: Supreme court could not direct the high courts to 
do so because under our constitutional scheme the latter are autonomous constitutional bodies not subject 
to administrative directions of the Supreme Court. 

Self-accountability in administrations of courts: It is in the high courts that there are now left the largest 
number of roadblocks and delays; in their administrative functioning the high courts are answerable to no 
one but themselves. This often enables the Supreme Court to plead helplessness, hardly a good augury for 
integrated court-management. 

How the Accountability can be maintained :  

Judiciary needs to Preserve its independence: the judiciary as an institution needs to preserve its 
independence, and to do this it must strive to maintain the confidence of the public in the established 
courts. 

Judges should safeguard the judges: The independence of judges is best safeguarded by the judges 
themselves through institutions and organizations that the law empowers them to set up, to preserve the 
image of an incorruptible higher judiciary that would command the respect of all right-thinking people. 

Reform on case management: A bench of three justices of the Supreme Court, in a judgment delivered in 
August 2005, had drawn up a fine blueprint on case-management, on how to make recent amendments in 
our procedural laws work on the ground, and how to get more cases moving along: For instance, on three 
different tracks, fast track, normal track and slow track. 

Supreme court should directly administer High courts: It is time that the Supreme Court be entrusted with 
direct responsibility for the functioning of the high courts: Only then can the highest court be an effective 
apex court, only then can the Supreme Court be made answerable, as it should be, for judicial governance 
for the entire country. 

Public disclosure of income by judges: Judges must make annual financial disclosure statements, not 
privately to their respective chief justices, but publicly. It is done by justices of the Supreme Court. 
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3. Issue of Autonomy for the Universities. 

Context :  None of India’s Institutions of higher education appears in the list of top 100 universities of the 
world. 

 

 

 

Indian Institute’s Ranking :  

According to the QS World ranking: The 2023 edition of the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) world university 
ranking reckons three of India’s higher educational institutions amongst the top 200 of the World. Another 
three are counted among the top 300 whereas two more in the top 400. 

As per the Times Higher education Ranking: The Times Higher Education (THE) ranking places only one 
Indian institution among the top 400 of the worlds. 

Academic rankings: Rankings are the same with the Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU). 
Barring one of the most eminent public-funded deemed universities of the country, all the rest are 
Institutions of National Importance (INIs) the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), to be specific. 

Why other than IITs and INIs reflect Poor Performance ? 

IITs have more autonomy: IITs are not only better funded but also generally self-governed, enjoying a 
greater degree of autonomy as they fall outside the regulatory purview of the University Grants 
Commission (UGC) and the All-India Council for Technical Education (AICTE). 

Strict UGC regulations: Funded through the University Grants Commission (UGC), universities are all subject 
to a very strict regulatory regime. 

Micro-management of universities functioning: Abiding by UGC regulations and AICTE guidelines, 
encompasses almost all aspects of their functioning be it faculty recruitment, student admission and the 
award of degrees. In many cases, they are micro-managed by the regulatory authorities. 

Very less autonomy to UGC affiliated Universities: Most of the universities have become so comfortable 
with the practice that they rarely assert their autonomy. 

Ranking on basis of compliance: Central universities in the country are also ranked on the basis of their 
‘obedience’ to regulatory compliances. Even in the academic domain, many of them are comfortable in 
publicly stating that they have adopted the model curricula, pedagogy and syllabi prescribed by the 
regulatory bodies, even though the same may have been only indicative. 
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MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Autonomy of University is keystone to improve the performance of 
universities. Examine. (150 words) 

FAQs :  

What is India’s Status in QS Ratings ? 

ANS.  The 2023 edition of the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) world university ranking reckons three of India’s 
higher educational institutions amongst the top 200 of the World. Another three are counted among the 
top 300 whereas two more in the top 400. 

How is EUA Autonomy computed ? 

ANS.  By focusing on four autonomy areas (organizational, financial, staffing, and academic) the 
EUA(European Universities Association ) computes composite scores and ranks all the countries in Europe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Practices of Best Universities :  

Importance to autonomy: The best universities in the world are continuously sensitized about the 
importance of their autonomy and are trained and enabled to make their own decisions. 

University autonomy tool for comparison: The European University Association (EUA), for example, 
prescribes a ‘university autonomy tool’ that lets each member university compare its level of autonomy 
vis-à-vis the other European higher education systems across all member countries. 

Four specific autonomies for ranking: By focusing on four autonomy areas (organizational, financial, 
staffing, and academic) the EUA computes composite scores and ranks all the countries in Europe. 

 



 
     
     

 

    

            THE JIGYASA DAILY 

                               …Current Affairs… 
 

Delhi- 9650294824,27 Bada Bazar Marg, Old 

Rajendra Nagar /jigyasaias@gmail.com 
Mohali- 9779944824, Plot No 469, Phase VIII-B, Industrial 

Area, S.A.S Nagar / jigyasaiaschd@gmail.com 

 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


