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1.Forgotten Indian Heroes of World War - II 

Theme : World History 

Paper: GS -1 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

a. Context 
b. World War II & Indian Involvement 
c. Role played by Indian Soldiers 
d. Issue on Non-Recognition of Indian Role 
Context :  

• On the eleventh hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, the guns fell silent over Europe, 
bringing an end to a brutal first world war that drew in soldiers and contributions from around the 
world. Indian soldiers and their contribution are not widely recognized in India. 

 

World War II & Indian Involvement 

• Fight against Fascism: Two conflicts and a reticence Indian reticence over these two conflicts arises 
from the uneasy relationship between the Indian contribution to fighting fascism on a global stage 
and the nationalist movement for freedom at home. 

• Betrayal of nationalistic expectation: The success of the first is seen to have come at the cost of the 
second. It began with the betrayal of nationalist expectations of greater autonomy for India in return 
for support during the Great War. 

• No consultation with Indian leaders: This was compounded by the bitterness of Viceroy Lord 
Linlithgow declaring war on Germany on India’s behalf in 1939 without consulting Indian leaders, and 
further roiled by the pitting of Indian against Indian when Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s Indian 
National Army sided with the Axis Powers in the hope that this might bring freedom. 

•  

•  
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• Fighting for India and for the World: But the failure of Indian independence to follow automatically 
from India’s participation in the wars does not mean that the war efforts extended colonial rule, or 
were all about protecting Britain: there was fighting on Indian soil to defend India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue on Non-Recognition of Indian Role : 

• Indian soldiers are honored by Britain: In Britain, the contribution of the Commonwealth including the 
Indian subcontinent is memorialized in the Commonwealth Memorial Gates that lead up to 
Buckingham Palace. The Gates commemorate the campaigns where Commonwealth soldiers served 
with distinction; there is also a canopy inscribed with the names of the Commonwealth recipients of 
the George and Victoria Crosses. 

• Indian soldiers fought Britain's war: Much of India’s recent history is encapsulated in these gates, in a 
spirit of gratitude and equality. Britain, after all, has much to be grateful for, but Indians seem less 
keen to acknowledge this. British perfidy, however, does not in any way reduce the sacrifices of those 
who fought for freedom. Those who went abroad to fight alongside white British soldiers returned 
with the knowledge that they were equal to their colonial masters. In not recognizing and honoring 
this, we push those men back into colonial subjugation. 

• Britain betrayed the hopes of freedom: Some of this ambivalence owes itself to the atrocities of 
colonial history, which must be acknowledged too. Britain may have handed out 11 Victoria Crosses 
over the course of the First World War, but it betrayed the hopes of nationalists with the imposition 
of martial law after the war ended, culminating in the horror of Jallianwala Bagh in April 1919. 

 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : What is the Role played by Indian Soldiers in World War II ?Discuss the 
Issue on Non-Recognition of Indians. (150 words) 

 

 

 

Role played by Indian Soldiers :  

• Support of nationalist leaders: Almost 1.5 million men volunteered to fight in the Great War. 
Indians mobilized four days after Britain declared war on Germany, with the support of nationalist 
leaders, including Mahatma Gandhi. 

• War in Europe, Asia and Africa: Indians fought with valor and distinction in the trenches of Europe, 
West Asia and North Africa, earning 11 Victoria Crosses along the way. Of those men, about 74,000 
never came home. 

• Largest volunteer for war: India raised the largest ever volunteer army, of 2.5 million, for the 
Second World War. More than 87,000 of those men are cremated or buried in war cemeteries 
around the world and in India. 

• Thirty-one Victoria Crosses: 15 % of the total Victoria crosses went to soldiers from undivided 
India. Without Indian soldiers, non-combatant laborers, material and money, the course of both 
conflicts would have been very different as acknowledged by Field Marshal Auchinleck, Britain’s 
last Commander-in-Chief of the Indian. 
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2. Chip Industry and Petroleum Sector : The Commonality. 

Theme : Indian Economy & Related Issues. 

Paper: GS - 3 

TABLE OF CONTENT  

a. Context 
b. Common link b/w Petroleum and electronics industries. 
c. Major Players 
d. Impact of Geopolitics 
e. Challenges for India 
f. Road Ahead 
Context :  

• Recently ,It has been highlighted that  the two external obstacles to India achieving its economic 
potential are its vulnerability to the geopolitical and supply chain vicissitudes of the petroleum and 
electronics industries. 

‘  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common link b/w Petroleum and electronics industries.  

• Both industries are dominated by a handful of countries and corporations, both are capital 
intensive and cyclical. 

• Both sit at the nub of interdependent global relations, both are in the cross hairs of international 
geopolitics, and both are characterized by technological dynamism. 

• Both petroleum and semiconductor chips have a global footprint. Crude oil is tradable because it 
is easy to store and ship. Gas on the other hand has a narrower market. 

• It was earlier limited to the overland routes defined by the pipeline infrastructure but in recent 
years with the commercialisation of gas liquefaction, cryogenic shipping and regasification, this 
limitation has eased. 

• Oil and gas prices are cyclical, reflecting the capital intensity and long lead times of the investment 
cycle. 

• The chip industry mirrors these economic dynamics.  
• The value chain (design, equipment, fabrication and testing and assembly) straddles the globe. 

Investment to create part or all of this chain runs into billions and the returns depend on 
engineering precision and technical talent.  

• Currently, efforts are underway to drive a wedge into this supply chain and to “reshore” 
fabrication facilities. This is because of the technology of the Cold War.  
 
 
 
 

• Both industries are marked by technological change. The mistake made by the theorists of “peak 
oil” was the assumption that oil exploration and production technology would be linear and 
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Impact of Geopolitics  

• Geopolitics is at the core of both industries. Every oil import dependent country has beaten a path to 
the Middle East to secure access to petroleum and at times “weaponised” their efforts to safeguard 
this objective.  

• The Saudi embargo of exports to the pro-Israeli Western world in 1973; the US intervention in Iraq in 
2003 and the current cutback of Russian gas to Europe are three examples of this phenomena. 

• Comparably, semiconductors have also been part cause and consequence of the “technology Cold 
War” between the US and China.  

• The US has imposed sanctions on the physical and intellectual export of chip technology to China and 
President Xi has, in turn, called for a “full scale assault” to “rejuvenate” China.  

• The full consequences of these actions have yet to play out but the world is clearly fragmenting along 
the fault lines of chip geopolitics. 

Challenges for India  

• India has struggled for more than five decades to reduce its dependence on external sources of 
petroleum supply. It has not been successful. India’s import dependence was around 20 per cent in 
the early Eighties. 

• It is now more than 80 per cent. India has recently embarked on a journey to develop domestic chip 
fabrication facilities.  

Road Ahead 

• Even though the two industries are different in nature and profile, they share common structural 
denominators. And that an elaboration of these commonalities might be useful to those who have 
embarked on the journey to develop domestic semiconductor chip  capacity. 

• There are two lessons they should internalize.  
• Chip nationalism will be economically costly and could be technologically regressive.  
• They should be cautious about decoupling from the international supply chain. 
• Government support should be limited to financial support, nimble cooperation, and the creation of 

an innovative ecosystem. 

Major Players  

• The supply of petroleum is dominated by the “cartel” OPEC and mega-sized public and private 
multinational companies, often referred to as the “super majors” 

• The semiconductor value chain is comparably close-knit.  
• The US is arguably the most powerful player. Every chip produced in the world has a direct or 

indirect connection with the country.  
• ASML, the sole producer of the equipment EUV (Extreme Ultraviolet Lithography), is a Dutch 

company but dependent on its wholly-owned San Diego-based subsidiary Cymer for the 
manufacturing tools. 

• Samsung and Hynix, which together produce 44 per cent of the world’s memory chips, and TSMC, 
which fabricates 37 per cent of the world’s logic chips and 92 per cent of the most advanced chips, 
are Korean and Taiwanese respectively.  

• Both are protected by the US military security blanket. 
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• Bureaucratic intervention should be minimal. 

 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : Discuss the common link between Petroleum and Electronics 
Industries.Also Mention the Challenges present for India. (150 Words) 

 

3. The frontliners of the first 1,000-day window of life. 

Theme : Health 

Paper: GS - 2 

TABLE OF CONTENT  

• Context 
• Malnutrition 
• Indian Initiatives 
• Evidence based Intervention 
• SDGs 
• World hunger and malnutrition and the impact of COVID-19 

Context : 

• Addressing malnutrition is critical to laying a strong foundation for human development. Optimal 
maternal nutrition and infant and young child feeding are the most effective set of interventions in 
reducing child deaths and disease, preventing malnutrition, in determining cognitive development, 
and in eventually enabling adult life productivity. 

• Specifically, the first 1,000 days of life, i.e., from conception to the first two years of a child’s life, are 
key as this phase presents a critical window of opportunity in ensuring optimal growth, development, 
child survival and lifelong health and nutrition. In fact, 80% of brain development takes place in the 
first 1,000 days of life. 
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Malnutrition: 

• The term malnutrition addresses 3 broad groups of conditions: 
• Undernutrition, which includes wasting (low weight-for-height), stunting (low height-for-

age) and underweight (low weight-for-age) 
• Together, the stunted and wasted children are considered to be underweight, indicating a 

lack of proper nutritional intake and inadequate care post-childbirth. 
• Micronutrient deficiency or hidden hunger: Micronutrient-related malnutrition, which 

includes micronutrient deficiencies (a lack of important vitamins and minerals) or 
micronutrient excess; and 

• Overweight, obesity and diet-related noncommunicable diseases/NCDs (such as heart 
disease, stroke, diabetes and some cancers) can also turn into chronic health problems.  

 
Indian initiatives : 

POSHAN Abhiyaan : 

• To address the persistent high burden of malnutrition, India started the Prime Minister’s 
Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nourishment (POSHAN) Abhiyaan under the Ministry of 
Women and Child Development (MWCD). 

• Its overarching goal is to improve nutritional outcomes by focusing on 
1. capacity building 
2. improvement of service delivery 
3. community mobilization and participation 
4. use of technology 
5. inter-ministerial/ inter-departmental convergent planning and review. 
• Additionally, there has been an enhanced focus on documentation of interventions 

coverage in the first 1,000 days, such as registration of pregnancies, antenatal checkup, and 
exclusive breastfeeding, as compared to the situation in 2015-16.  

Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS): 

• The beneficiaries under the Scheme are children in the age group of 0-6 years, pregnant 
women and lactating mothers. 

• The Ministry of Women and Child Development (MoWCD) is the implementing agency. It 
plays a huge role to prevent malnutrition in children and mothers at the grassroots level.  

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana : 

• The centrally sponsored scheme was launched in 2017. Rs. 6,000 is transferred directly to 
the bank accounts of pregnant women and lactating mothers for availing better facilities 
for their delivery to compensate for wage loss and is eligible for the first child of the family. 
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Mid-Day Meal Scheme (MDM): 

• It is a school meal programme in India designed to better the nutritional standing of school-age 
children. It covers all school students studying in Classes 1 to 8 of government schools, government-
aided schools, special training centres, including madrasas supported under Samagra Shiksha 
Abhiyan.  

National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013: 

• Its objective is to provide for food and nutritional security in the human life cycle approach, by 
ensuring access to adequate quantities of quality food at affordable prices to people to live a life 
with dignity. 

• Coverage: 75% of the rural population and up to 50% of the urban population for receiving 
subsidized foodgrains under Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS). Overall, NFSA caters to 67% 
of the total population. Priority Households to be covered under TPDS, including households 
covered under existing Antyodaya Anna Yojana. 

• It provides 5 Kgs of foodgrains per person per month at Rs. 3/2/1 per Kg for rice/wheat/coarse 
grains. The existing AAY household will continue to receive 35 Kgs of foodgrains per household per 
month. 

• It also provides meal and maternity benefits of not less than Rs. 6,000 to pregnant women and 
lactating mothers during pregnancy and six months after the child birth. Meals for children up to 14 
years of age.  

Evidence-based interventions : 

• Evidence tells us that for bringing about change in nutrition outcomes, evidence-based interventions 
need to be delivered with high coverage, continuity (over the first 1,000 days of life and across 
delivery channels), intensity (multiple interactions), quality and equity. 

• The health and nutrition status of women, including the weight and hemoglobin level, age at 
conception, and levels of multiple micronutrients during periconceptional period, are critical 
determinants for the child’s health. 

• The criticality of preconception care, i.e., care before pregnancy, is acknowledged. In 2018, the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare worked with Maharashtra and UNICEF to introduce the first 
ever primary health-care innovation programme to promote the health of women during the 
preconception period, in Nashik district. 

• During the programme, it was seen that promoting the health of adolescent girls and women not 
only promotes the health of the newborn but also prevents low birth weight, preterm birth, and 
newborn deaths. Its success led to it being scaled across several districts in the State. 

• All such interventions are delivered to the last mile by the network of the frontline workforce: 
Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHAs), Auxiliary Nurse-Midwives (ANMs) and Anganwadi 
Workers (AWWs), who play a key role in empowering the community on health planning and action. 
In many geographies, they are the only access point to basic nutrition and other health services. 
They are critical in promoting healthy practices, providing on-ground support, and improving 
awareness. 
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SDGs :  

• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) or Global Goals are a collection of 17 interlinked global goals 
designed to be a "shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the planet, now and into 
the future". 

• The SDGs were set up in 2015 by the United Nations General Assembly and are intended to be 
achieved by  2030.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : How does Evidence based Intervention help in addressing Malnutrition? 
What are various Government Initiatives in place to deal with Malnutrition? (250 words) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

World hunger and malnutrition and the impact of COVID-19: 

• Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2 is about creating a world free of hunger by 2030.  In 2020, 
between 720 million and 811 million persons worldwide were suffering from hunger, roughly 161 
million more than in 2019. 

• Also in 2020, a staggering 2.4 billion people, or above 30 percent of the world’s population, were 
moderately or severely food-insecure, lacking regular access to adequate food. The figure increased 
by nearly 320 million people in just one year. 

• The number of people going hungry and suffering from food insecurity had been gradually rising 
between 2014 and the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• The COVID-19 crisis has pushed those rising rates even higher and has also exacerbated all forms of 
malnutrition, particularly in children.  

• The war in Ukraine is further disrupting global food supply chains and creating the biggest global 
food crisis since the Second World War. 

 


