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1.Menace of Urban Pollution. 

Theme : Conservation, Environmental Pollution & Degradation, EIA 

Paper: GS - 3 
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Context : 

More than 1,10,000 infants are likely to have been killed by air pollution in India in 2019, almost 
immediately after being born while long-term exposure to outdoor and household air pollution was 
estimated to be responsible for about 1.67 million annual deaths amongst the adult population in the 
country. 

 

Pollution : 

 

 

 

 

Pollution in Urban Areas :  

• Demands for air purifiers: Demand for air purifiers has boomed. Recently, in Delhi, pollution-related 
curbs were lifted and schools opened, despite air quality continuing to be in the “very poor” category. 

DATE: 10 NOV 2022 

Pollution is the introduction of harmful materials into the environment. These harmful materials 
are called pollutants. Pollutants can be natural, such as volcanic ash. They can also be created by 
human activity, such as trash or runoff produced by factories. Pollutants damage the quality of air, 
water, and land. 
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• Health related problems: For the majority of urban north Indians who can’t afford air purifiers, life 
continues amidst dust, cough and breathlessness. 

• Children are most affected: Our children in urban localities are growing up with stunted lungs, amidst 
poverty. 

• High percentage of respiratory problems: Eighty per cent of all families in Delhi are noted to be 
suffering respiratory ailments due to severe pollution. 

Reducing Air Pollution : 

• Expand green cover across urban areas to reduce dust pollution: Ahmedabad’s municipal corporation, 
for instance, has experimented with urban forests, with the city’s 43rd urban forest inaugurated in 
June 2021 over 20,000 trees in 7,625 sq. meters. Chandigarh has about 1,800 parks. Close to 46 per 
cent of the city was classified as a green area in 2019. 

• Use of Miyawaki technique: Civil society could also help in Chennai, the NGO Thuvakkam, with a 
volunteer force of 1,800, has been able to grow 25 Miyawaki forests, raising over 65,000 trees. Such 
plantations are now being replicated in other cities including Tuticorin, Vellore and Kanchipuram. 

• Push for airshed management: With a focus on understanding meteorological, seasonal and 
geographic patterns for air quality across a large region. In the US, the passage of the Air Quality Act 
(1967) saw the state of California being divided into 35 districts which had similar geographic and 
meteorological conditions and pollution was regulated at the state level. This approach was successful 
in reducing emissions by 98 per cent from 2010 to 2019. 

• Heavy penalty on polluting cars: Inspiration can also be taken from London’s air pollution revolution; 
an Ultra-Low Emission zone has been established in Central London, with hefty daily fees on cars that 
emit more than 75g/km of pollution. 

Water Pollution :  

• Untreated water into freshwater bodies: 72 percent of urban sewage is untreated in India’s urban 
freshwater bodies. The Central Pollution Control Board reckons that more than 50 percent of 351 river 
stretches (on 323 rivers) are polluted. Over 4,000 septic trucks (with each truck having 5,000 liters of 
human waste) dispose of their waste in the Ganga every day. In Delhi, about 941 MLPD of raw sewage 
finds its way to the river, killing off fish and preventing rituals on the banks. 

• Riverine Pollution: Riverine pollution causes due to raw sewage overflowing from sewage treatment 
plants, untreated waste from unauthorized colonies, industrial effluents, sewer water from authorized 
colonies and inter-state pollution. 

• Water scarcity: More than 40 per cent of Indians are expected to face water scarcity by 2050 and close 
to 35 million will face annual coastal flooding with sea level rise. 

• Lack of planning: Apathy prevails as of May 2021, only 16 Indian cities had disclosed their plans to 
tackle climate change to international institutions, with only eight having actual sustainability-related 
targets in their urban master plans. Only 43 per cent of all Indian cities surveyed actually sought to 
address climate change adaptation as a topic in their master plans, while only five had a GHG emission 
reduction target. 

Fighting Water Pollution :  

• Improving sewage treatment plant capacity: ensuring linkages with the drainage network. 
Mangalore’s City Corporation (MCC) has wastewater treatment plants with end-user linkages. The 
MCC offered to supply treated water to such industrial end-users in the city’s special economic zone 
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if 
the 

latter agreed to fund about 70 per cent of the operations and maintenance cost of the pumps and the 
sewage treatment plant. 

• Developing a sanitation network: The problem of untreated waste and sewer water from 
unauthorized colonies can be solved by investing in a sewerage network. Consider the example of 
Alandur, a small suburb of Chennai in 2000, it had no underground sewage lines, with most houses 
dependent on septic tanks. In the late 1990s, the local municipality in partnership with local resident 
welfare associations conducted collection drives to gain deposits (ranging from Rs 1,000 to Rs 1,500) 
for developing a sanitation network. 

• Pump house: The project was launched with a push for creating a pump house, setting up over 5,650 
manholes and providing sewerage connections to 23,700 households, a sewage treatment plant with 
a 12 MLD capacity was also set up. Going forward, many other municipalities in Tamil Nadu have 
sought to adopt this model. 

• A systems-based approach should be adopted: along with a push for protecting “blue infra” areas 
places that act as natural sponges for absorbing surface runoff, allowing groundwater to be recharged. 
At the household level, we can encourage citizens to take up rainwater harvesting, urban roof terrace 
greening, urban roof water retention tanks and having a green corridor around residential buildings. 

• Water permeable roads: Municipalities could be encouraged to make existing roads permeable with 
a push for green landscaping and rain gardens. At the city level and beyond, policymakers should push 
for “sponge cities” and incorporate disaster planning. A mindset shift, in citizenry and policymakers, 
is urgently needed. 

 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : How severe is the problem of Urban pollution? What steps can be taken to 
fight urban pollution in India? (200 words) 

 

2. Policing and Centre- State Cooperation. 

Theme : Governance 

Paper: GS - 2 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

a. Context 
b. Vision of Sardar Patel on the Policing 
c. India’s Current Status 
d. Better Approach for Governance of Police 
e. Role of Union Government in Improving Policing 
 
 
 
Context : The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) convened a conference in late October in the capital, which 
saw the participation of the union home minister, a few States Home Ministers and police chiefs. The 
Delhi conference was a very important occasion aimed at improving the quality of policing in the country 
through an exchange of ideas. 

 



 
     
     

 

    

            THE JIGYASA DAILY 

                               …Current Affairs… 
 

Delhi- 9650294824,27 Bada Bazar Marg, Old 

Rajendra Nagar /jigyasaias@gmail.com 
Mohali- 9779944824, Plot No 469, Phase VIII-B, Industrial 

Area, S.A.S Nagar / jigyasaiaschd@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

India’s Current Status:  

• A case study of Tamil Nadu: The way the Tamil Nadu police have handled the case of a blast in 
Coimbatore that happened recently, and a possible terror-related plot, also fits in this scene and is 
relevant to the state of law and order in the State and elsewhere. 

• Delay in serious cases: There is a section of influential public opinion which has accused the Tamil 
Nadu government of having been slothful and delayed handing over investigation of the incident to 
the National Investigation Agency (NIA). This has been rebutted by the State Director General of Police 
(DGP) who said that his force could not abruptly abandon the investigation and had to do the 
preliminary investigation to facilitate an NIA take-over. 

• Shifting the responsibility: The exchange of barbs by the two sides has been an unfortunate and 
avoidable development and the truth lies in between. Rather than getting into a slanging match, what 
is more important is an examination of the standard operating procedures in place, the identification 
of lacunae and the initiation of corrective measures. 

• West Bengal case: Conflict between the Ministry of Home affairs and State over utilizing talent in the 
IPS and the sharing of resources available in the States. 

Better Approach for Governance of Police :  

• Collaborative approach: It is a no-brainer that New Delhi is the senior partner in what is definitely a 
collaborative relationship. But there have been actions over the decades that have inflicted many 
deep wounds on public order. 

• Forge a strong camaraderie: These have been situations that have demanded large numbers of well-
trained policemen. The Centre has always chipped in with support from the Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF). There have also been other outfits such as the Border Security Force (BSF), the Indo 
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) and the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) which have also worked 
in tandem with the State Police. Therefore, it makes sense that the MHA and State Police stop 
squabbling but explore how best to forge a strong camaraderie. 

• The State must cooperate with the Centre: We are also witness to frequent spats between States and 
the Centre over the use or alleged misuse of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). Here again both 
parties have to share the blame. But the basic point that has been ignored is that crime and 
bureaucratic corruption have inter-State ramifications and only a national agency can bring in a much-
needed and wide perspective. 

Vision of Sardar Patel on the Policing :  

• Training and Professionalism: He placed great value on professional policing, one reason why he 
insisted on an elitist and well-trained corps such as the Indian Police Service (IPS) which worked  
alongside the Indian Administrative Service (IAS). 

• Didn’t abandon the civil services: He was under immense pressure from various quarters, to 
disband both the Indian Civil Service and IPS, but as a distinguished and astute visionary, he was 
steadfast in his belief. 

• Nationally accepted standards: Subsequent events proved him right. Despite all their faults, the 
two all-India services have been a cementing force and have greatly contributed to establishing 
nationally accepted standards of governance, especially in the area of law and order. 
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• CBI is inevitable for corruption at state level: Insensitive action by a few States to withdraw consent 
to the CBI to function in a state smack of politics and vindictiveness, which diminishes the fight against 
public servant graft. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : What reforms are needed for modern policing in India? How can the 
Centre-state collaborate for better police governance? (150 words ) 

 

3. Nationalism of Vinayak Damodar Savarkar. 

Theme : Personalities of Modern India 

Paper: GS - 1 

TABLE OF CONTENT  

a. Context 
b. About Vinayak Damodar Savarkar 
c. Ideology 
d. Views on Nationalism 
e. How was he different? 
f. Other Contributions 
 
Context : Recently the Nationalism of Vinayak Damodar Savarkar was  compared to other prominent 
leaders. 

 

Role of Union Government in Improving Policing :  

• Training and technology: ‘Police’ are a state subject under the distribution of powers laid down in 
the Constitution of India. But that does not mean the Union government has no say in the matter. 
Training and technology are two areas where the Centre does greatly contribute to sharpening 
police ability to combat terrorism and other major public disturbances. 

• The Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy: in Hyderabad is a world-class institution 
that has resources and the professional excellence which are generously available to State police 
forces. 

• Strong political leadership: Petty squabbling reduces the exchange of ideas and goes to attenuating 
the police response to difficult situations that require police assistance. This is why we need a 
political leadership that does not get bogged down in petty differences but promotes a free 
exchange of talent and resources between New Delhi and the States. 
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Views on Nationalism 

• He retained the image of a nationalist because of the revolutionary commitment he developed as a 
young man, which resulted in his arrest in 1910.  

• By 1941, his main motto was “Hinduise all politics and militarize Hindudom”, which implied some 
collaboration with the British.  

• He was in favor of “extending military cooperation with the British government to secure permanently 
a dominant position for the Hindus in the Indian army, navy and air-force . 

• His priority was not independence, it was the fight against Muslims for which Hindus would need to 
occupy as many posts as they could in the army and in the state machinery. 

How was he different ? 

• After the Quit India resolution was passed by the party in 1942, most of the members of the Congress 
Working Committee were arrested.  

• Nehru, Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad and others stayed behind bars at the Ahmednagar Fort till June 
1945.  

• Their definition of nationalism was different: They fought for a free, multicultural and secular India 
where all communities would live on an equal footing. To force the British to Quit India was their 
priority and they succeeded by resorting, mostly, to non-violent techniques — a unique achievement 
in the history of the world. 

• In contrast, Savarkar’s view of the nation was ethno-religious. He wanted Hindus to prevail over other 
communities because, according to him, they were sons of the soil and recognised this land as their 
“punyabhoomi”.  

• His priority, therefore, was to defend Hindus against Muslims and use martial power for the purpose.  
• He was severely critical of Mahatma Gandhi and saw his methods as pretentious. He also criticized 

Gandhi for his appeasement of Muslims during the Khilafat Movement.  
• He opposed the Quit India Movement of 1942.  
 

About Vinayak Damodar Savarkar  

• Veer Savarkar was a multidimensional personality - a freedom fighter, social reformer, writer, 
poet, historian, political leader and philosopher - all combined into one 

• He named the 1857 rebellion as the first war of independence. 
• He was one of the most important figures of the Hindu Mahasabha ("Great Society of Hindus"), a 

Hindu nationalist organization and political party. 

Ideology  

• According to him the rigid caste system deserves to be thrown into the dustbins of history”.He 
wanted to break away from the taboo on inter-caste dining. 

• He wanted to popularize Vedic literature to everyone, not only to a particular caste.  
• He  believed in global mobility and the need for Indians to venture out into foreign lands so as to 

“bring back the best of the world and carry the fragrance of India and her culture to every corner 
of the globe.” 

• He was in support of promotion of inter-caste marriage. 
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• He was accused of having a role in the conspiracy to assassinate Mahatma Gandhi but was later 

acquitted by the court.  

Other Contributions : 

• Mitra Mela   :He formed a youth organization known as Mitra Mela (Group of Friends), this 
organization was put into place to bring in national and revolutionary ideas. 

• Writings: He wrote 'The Indian War of Independence, 1857' during his jail time. 
• He also wrote Hindutva: Who Is a Hindu? coining the term Hindutva, which sought to define Indian 

culture as a manifestation of Hindu values; this concept grew to become a major tenet of Hindu 
nationalist ideology. 

• He also founded the two-nation theory in his book ‘Hindutva’ calling Hindus and Muslims two separate 
nations. In 1937, Hindu Mahasabha passed it as a Resolution. 

 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION :  Gandhiji and Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, despite having divergent 
approaches and strategies, had a common goal of amelioration of the downtrodden. Discuss. (150 words) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


