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1.COP-27 And Its Outcomes. 

 
Theme : Environment 
GS - 3 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Major Positive Outcomes 
c. Where did COP-27 lack ? 
d. India’s Stand 
e. Road Ahead 
 
Context : 

•  The 27th Conference of Parties (COP-27) to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
concluded on November 20 and the outcomes of the conference seem to be a mixed bag of 
achievements and failures. 

 

 
 
Major Positive Outcomes :  
 

• Loss and damage Fund: Developing countries have been seeking financial assistance for loss and 
damage – money needed to rescue and rebuild the physical and social infrastructure of countries 
devastated by extreme weather – for nearly three decades. Finally achieving agreement on a fund 
is a major milestone. Now comes the difficult part – the fund must be set up, and filled with cash. 
There is no agreement yet on how finance should be provided and where it should come from. 

• World Bank reform: A growing number of developed and developing countries are calling for urgent 
changes to the World Bank and other publicly funded finance institutions, which they say have failed 
to provide the funding needed to help poor countries cut their greenhouse gas emissions and adapt 
to the impacts of the climate crisis. Reform of this kind was widely discussed at Cop27 which could 
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involve a recapitalisation of the development banks to allow them to provide far more assistance 
to the developing world. 

• Adaptation commitment reaffirmed: Building flood defenses, preserving wetlands, restoring 
mangrove swamps and regrowing forests – these measures, and more, can help countries to 
become more resilient to the impacts of climate breakdown. But poor countries often struggle to 
gain funding for these efforts. Of the $100bn a year rich countries promised they would receive 
from 2020 – a promise still not fulfilled – only about $20bn goes to adaptation. In Glasgow, countries 
agreed to double that proportion, but at Cop27 some sought to remove that commitment. After 
some struggle, it was reaffirmed. 

• First High-Level Expert Group Report: The highlights of the meeting included the launch of the first 
report of the High-Level Expert Group on the Net-Zero Emissions Commitments of Non-State 
Entities. The report slammed ‘greenwashing’ – misleading the public to believe that a company or 
entity is doing more to protect the environment than it is – and weak net-zero pledges and provided 
a roadmap to bring integrity to net-zero commitments by industry, financial institutions, cities and 
regions and to support a global, equitable transition to a sustainable future. 

• Launch of Executive Early Warnings for All initiative: Also during the Conference, the UN announced 
the Executive Action Plan for the Early Warnings for All initiative, which calls for initial new targeted 
investments of $ 3.1 billion between 2023 and 2027, equivalent to a cost of just 50 cents per person 
per year. 

• Launch Master plans to accelerate decarbonization: Another highlight of the conference was a so-
called master plan to accelerate the decarbonization of five major sectors – power, road transport, 
steel, hydrogen, and agriculture – presented by the COP27 Egyptian Presidency. 

• The FAST initiative: The Egyptian leadership also announced the launch of the Food and Agriculture 
for Sustainable Transformation initiative or FAST, to improve the quantity and quality of climate 
finance contributions to transform agriculture and food systems by 2030. 

• Tipping points and Health: Since COP26, the IPCC has published the key parts of its latest vast 
assessment of climate science, warning of catastrophic impacts that can only be averted by sharp 
and urgent cuts in greenhouse gas emissions. A reference to the key finding of “tipping points” was 
put in. These include the heating of the Amazon, which could turn the rainforest into a savannah, 
transforming it from a carbon sink to a carbon source, and the melting of permafrost that releases 
the powerful greenhouse gas methane. Also inserted was a reference to “the right to a clean healthy 
and sustainable environment” 

 
Where did COP-27 lack ? 

• Lack of support for the 1.5C target: COP27 is widely condemned for failing to offer any strong 
language in support of 1.5C, the critical climate threshold for humanity. While realistic hope of 
reaching the target is all but exhausted, striving to get as close to it as possible remains imperative. 

• No structure defined: The loss and damage fund has been established but the funding source and 
scale of this financial facility and its operating procedures have been left to a transitional committee 
which will present its report at COP-28 next year. 

• Indirect Gas promotion? : The final text of Cop27 contained a provision to boost “low-emissions 
energy”. That could mean many things, from wind and solar farms to nuclear reactors, and coa l-
fired power stations fitted with carbon capture and storage. It could also be interpreted to mean 
gas, which has lower emissions than coal but is still a major fossil fuel. Many countries at COP27, 
particularly those from Africa with large reserves to exploit, came to Sharm el-Sheikh hoping to 
strike lucrative gas deals. 



 
     
     

 

    

            THE JIGYASA DAILY 

                               …Current Affairs… 
 

Delhi- 9650294824,27 Bada Bazar Marg, Old 

Rajendra Nagar /jigyasaias@gmail.com 
Mohali- 9779944824, Plot No 469, Phase VIII-B, Industrial 

Area, S.A.S Nagar / jigyasaiaschd@gmail.com 

 

• A baseline of emission reduction not touched: There were many agreements in this COP 27, but the 
baseline of emission reduction fixed in Glasgow could hardly be touched. It discussed “low 
emission” energy sources with renewables as future energy sources. It is feared that the 
development of new fossil fuel technologies may start under the guise of an undefined term like 
this low emission. 

• Only Coal ‘phase down’: It is disappointing that COP27 did not build on the decisions of COP26. 
Failing this, a strong message on the phaseout of fossil fuels could not be delivered. COP 26 called 
on the parties, inter alia, to move towards low energy systems through an unabated phasedown of 
coal. By failing to agree to phase-out fossil fuels at COP27, leaders have failed to strengthen the 
signal that the fossil fuel era is coming to an end and are keeping us on course to climate 
catastrophe. The world cannot afford to reduce coal in the first phase and then turn to oil and gas. 
This year’s COP didn’t show much emphasis on moving away from fossil fuels, and that’s 
disappointing. 

 
India’s Stand :  

• Announcement of a long-term strategy (LTS) for low carbon development: If COP26 last year was a 
watershed moment because the Prime Minister announced the country’s plan to go net-zero by 
2070, this year’s COP27 in Egypt will be remembered for the country’s path-breaking 
announcement of a long-term strategy (LTS) for low carbon development. With this, India joins the 
coveted list of 56 countries that have submitted their LTS documents to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

• Addition of Carbon Dioxide in its LTS: There is a lot of skepticism about carbon dioxide removal 
(CDR), but India’s addition of CDR in its LTS shows we are open to new technology and will pilot 
these for climate change. The country has a strong forest policy and will continue to protect its 
forest and expand tree cover to act as a carbon sink. 

• India hails Loss and damage adoption: India has welcomed the adoption of the agenda item ‘Loss 
and Damage’ at COP27. India also expected action from rich countries in terms of climate finance, 
technology transfer and strengthening the capacity of poor and developing countries to combat 
climate change. 

• Sought clarity on the definition of climate finance: The 27th edition of the Conference of Parties 
(COP) to UNFCCC will also seek clarity on the definition of climate finance. The absence of a 
definition of climate finance allows developed countries to greenwash their finances and pass off 
loans as climate-related aid. India is very clear that the world needs a multilaterally agreed definition 
of climate finance. 

• India’s Long-term strategy (LTS) for Low Carbon Development: The key takeaways from this flagship 
strategy that will guide India’s actions in the coming five decades. 

• Prioritized six strategic sectors: electricity, transport, urban, industry, carbon dioxide removal and 
forests. Of these, electricity and industry sectors together account for over three-fourths of India’s 
CO2 emissions, while rapid changes are happening in the transport and urban systems. 

• Second, finance and investments. India has identified finance as a key enabler for its LTS vision. 
According to a Council on Energy, Environment and Water assessment, India will need $10 trillion 
to achieve the 2070 net-zero target. The LTS has moved beyond this high-level number and done a 
comprehensive assessment of the finance issue. 

• Third, changes to LiFE: LiFE is India’s call for citizens, communities, industry leaders, and 
policymakers of the world to adopt a lifestyle for the environment. The LTS nudges people to make 
simple yet effective sustainable choices, industries and markets to scale these, and government 
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policies to support them. LiFE elevates the importance of individual contribution to the larger 
climate goal, giving it as much importance as industry and policy-level actions, an aspect largely 
missing from the climate discourse till now. 

• Fourth, invest in research and innovation. India’s LTS notes the relevance of research and innovation 
and identifies multiple technologies in the energy and industry sectors that need to be explored 
and scaled up. While the emphasis on innovation is great, it only focuses on technology-related 
innovations. Innovations in business models are equally important to push low-carbon 
technologies. 

• Fifth, adaptation, resilience and international cooperation. The LTS emphasizes the need for 
strengthening basic infrastructure like irrigation systems and disaster-resilient buildings, 
institutional infrastructure for better disaster response, and raising incomes to bolster the 
capabilities of individuals and communities to adapt to the long-term impacts of climate change. 
This needs international cooperation, and multilateral initiatives and platforms. 

 

 
MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : What are the major Positive Outcomes of COP-27 ?Briefly describe India’s 
Stand on the Issue. (150 words) 
 
FAQs :  
 
a.Discuss Loss and Damage Fund. 
ANS. Developing countries have been seeking financial assistance for loss and damage – money needed to 
rescue and rebuild the physical and social infrastructure of countries devastated by extreme weather – for 
nearly three decades. Finally achieving agreement on a fund is a major milestone. Now comes the difficult 
part – the fund must be set up, and filled with cash. There is no agreement yet on how finance should be 
provided and where it should come from. 
 
b.What are the Prioritised 6 Strategic Sectors? 
ANS. Electricity, transport, urban, industry, carbon dioxide removal and forests. Of these, electricity and 
industry sectors together account for over three-fourths of India’s CO2 emissions, while rapid changes are 
happening in the transport and urban systems. 
 

 
 
 
 

Road Ahead :  
• COP 27 is an important milestone for achieving concrete progress and moving the needle on the 

climate agenda. António Guterres, United Nations Secretary-General, set the tone of the 
Conference, stating, “We are on a highway to climate hell with our foot on the accelerator.” 

• There are also major opportunities for increasing energy security through enhancing energy 
efficiency. This too will contribute to addressing global climate change. 

• India did well to preserve its equities at COP27 and in supporting the constituency of developing 
countries. It is well placed to use its forthcoming chairmanship of the G20 and the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation to take the lead in tackling climate change through its example. 
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2 . Where there is no inequality. 
 
Theme : Social empowerment, development and management of social sectors/services related to 
Education 
GS - 1 
GS - 2 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
a. Context 
b. Egalitarianism 
c. By 100th independence how India should be? 
d. Vision for India by 100 years of independence 
e. Challenges 
f. Road Ahead 
 

Context : When India celebrates one hundred years since Independence, by then, it should become more 
egalitarian and more open-minded. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Egalitarianism :  
• It is a philosophical perspective that emphasizes equality and equal treatment across gender, 

religion, economic status, and political beliefs. 
• Egalitarianism may focus on income inequality and distribution, which are ideas that influenced 

the development of various economic and political systems. 
• Under law: Egalitarianism also looks at how individuals are treated under the law. 



 
     
     

 

    

            THE JIGYASA DAILY 

                               …Current Affairs… 
 

Delhi- 9650294824,27 Bada Bazar Marg, Old 

Rajendra Nagar /jigyasaias@gmail.com 
Mohali- 9779944824, Plot No 469, Phase VIII-B, Industrial 

Area, S.A.S Nagar / jigyasaiaschd@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 

 
Challenges :  

• Political voice and reservation in government services: the efforts have been effective only in small 
proportions. 

• Those who are better placed, through access to education or their own initiative, continue to 
benefit. 

• Affirmative action has not addressed the root causes of the continuing predicament of these 
groups. 

 
Road Ahead :  

• Let more inter-caste marriages bloom and let the diversity of cultures create a band of young 
Indians who do not need to go to caste-based sites to select a partner. 

• Identify deprivation not just by the caste name being included in the state lists by nativity, but by 
identifying families among these very groups,where not even one woman in the family has studied 
beyond Class 8 or is a wage earner in the labor force. 

• Census: We need to have a census of women among the Scheduled Castes and Tribes and work 
towards educating and equipping them with one test of success. 

• With fertility declining, the goalposts should be changed because India is the only country where 
women’s labor force participation seems to be declining. 

• Political participation of youth: Media to be assertive, not just choosing their targets.In the UK, 
ministers are forced to resign over unethical conduct or immoral behavior. 

 
MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : What is the concept of Egalitarianism ? How should India become by the 
100th Independence Day? (250 words) 
 
FAQs :  
a.What is Egalitarianism ? 
ANS. 

•  It is a philosophical perspective that emphasizes equality and equal treatment across gender, 
religion, economic status, and political beliefs. 

By 100th independence how India should be? 
• Free of caste: where being a Brahmin, a Kshatriya, a Bania, an OBC, a Dalit or a tribal does not 

matter. 
• Accountability: Those responsible for governing and protecting citizens are made much more 

accountable, not so much by the law and the courts, as much as by citizens. 
• Governance: Voters being able to distinguish between good governance and pretense. 
• Bridge the class divide in a country where paymasters and workers, no matter how skilled or 

how loyal, are underpaid, kept at arm’s length, and notoriously underpaid. 
 
Vision for India by 100 years of independence : 

• Secure freedom from casteism 
• Breakdown of the walls that separate community and caste. 
• Young Indians participate in a thinking way in the way elections are fought and votes cast. 
• Citizens must gather voices to question, debate, discuss and kick out those who only sit as 

cheerleaders for their political party. 
• Classless society 
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• Egalitarianism may focus on income inequality and distribution, which are ideas that influenced the 
development of various economic and political systems. 

• Under law: Egalitarianism also looks at how individuals are treated under the law. 
 
 

b. What are the Challenges Present ? 
ANS. 

• Political voice and reservation in government services: the efforts have been effective only in small 
proportions. 

• Those who are better placed, through access to education or their own initiative, continue to 
benefit. 

• Affirmative action has not addressed the root causes of the continuing predicament of these 
groups. 

 
 

3. Role of Panchayati Raj Institutes (PRIs) and Climate Change. 
 
Theme : Governance, Environment 
GS-2 
GS-3 
TABLE OF CONTENT  
a. Context 
b. Rural Areas and the Climate Change 
c. Case of Meenangadi 
d. Carbon Neutrality 
e. Clean and Green Village 
 
Context : If India has to achieve the set of goals enunciated in the ‘Panchamrit’ resolution of the COP26 
climate summit in Glasgow 2021, it is necessary that Panchayati raj institutions, the third tier of government 
which are closest to the people, are involved. 
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Rural Areas and the Climate Change :  
• Major impact on rural areas: The greater variability in rainfall and temperatures, etc. experienced 

of late has directly affected the livelihood and well-being of millions of rural households. 
• PRI excluded from National action plan: India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change 2008 

identifies a range of priority areas for coordinated intervention at the national and State levels. 
However, there would have been better results had Panchayati raj institutions been given a greater 
role. 

• Decentralization of climate efforts are necessary: Through the ongoing decentralization process 
which ensures people’s participation, panchayats can play a crucial and frontline role in 
coordinating effective responses to climate risks, enabling adaptation and building climate-change 
resilient communities. 

 

 
Clean and Green Village :  

• SDG theme: The Ministry of Panchayati Raj has focused its attention on localizing the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) on a thematic basis. 

• Various activities delegated to PRI: ‘Clean and Green Village’ has been identified as the fifth theme 
where panchayats can take up activities on natural resource management, biodiversity protection, 
waste management and afforestation activities. 

Case of Meenangadi :  
• Carbon neutral Meenangadi: In 2016, the panchayat envisaged a project called ‘Carbon neutral 

Meenangadi’, the aim being to transform Meenangadi into a state of carbon neutrality. There 
were campaigns, classes and studies to begin with. An awareness programme was conducted 
initially. A greenhouse gases emission inventory was also prepared. The panchayat was found to 
be carbon positive. 

• Implementation of Multi-sectoral schemes: An action plan was prepared by organizing gram 
Sabha meetings. Socio-economic surveys and energy-use mapping were also carried out. Several 
multi sector schemes were implemented to reduce emissions, increase carbon sequestration, 
and preserve the ecology and biodiversity. 

• Tree plantation Initiative: ‘Tree banking’ was one of landmark schemes introduced to aid carbon 
neutral activities which encouraged the planting of more trees by extending interest-free loans. 
Interestingly 1,58,816 trees were planted which have also been geo-tagged to monitor their 
growth. 

• People’s participation: The entire community was involved in the process, with school students, 
youth, and technical and academic institutions given different assignments. Five years have 
passed and the changes are visible. Local economic development was another thrust area where 
LED bulb manufacturing and related micro-enterprises were initiated. 

 
Carbon Neutrality :  

• The climate change discussion also focuses on the emerging and widely accepted concept of 
‘carbon neutrality’ which puts forth the notion of zero carbon developments, nature 
conservation, food, energy and seeds sufficiency, and economic development. 

• As human activities are the cause of the current climate crisis, mitigating greenhouse gas 
emissions and adapting to growing and extreme weather events are critical. 

• Zero carbon development which promotes sustainable living is the effective solution to reducing 
anthropogenic emissions and improving climate resilience. 
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• Documentation of best practices: According to the latest data, 1,09,135-gram panchayats have 
prioritized ‘Clean & Green Village’ as one of their focus areas for 2022-23. The Ministry has 
highlighted the need for the documentation of best practices and for wider dissemination. 

• Integrated panchayat development plan: The net result is that many panchayats are coming 
forward with their eco plans. The integrated Panchayat Development Plan prepared by all 
panchayats is a stepping stone towards addressing many of the environmental concerns of villages. 

 
MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION : What role PRIs can play in a fight against climate change? What is the scheme 
of “Clean and Green Village” of the Ministry of Panchayat Raj? (250 words) 
 
FAQs :  
 
a.Discuss Carbon Neutrality. 
ANS. The climate change discussion also focuses on the emerging and widely accepted concept of ‘carbon 
neutrality’ which puts forth the notion of zero carbon developments, nature conservation, food, energy 
and seeds sufficiency, and economic development. 
 
b.What is a Clean & Green Village? 
ANS. ‘Clean and Green Village’ has been identified as the fifth theme where panchayats can take up 
activities on natural resource management, biodiversity protection, waste management and afforestation 
activities. 
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